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Gold medallist 


proud 


Ukrainian heritage 


By Marco Levytsky 

Canadian Olympic Gold medallist Tammy 
Lee Shewchuk, a member of the women’s 
hockey team which scored the 3-2 upset over 
the highly favoured Americans in the Feb. 21 
final, is proud of her Ukrainian heritage. 

So proud, in fact, that she made a point of 
stressing it in her biography made available 
for the official Olympic web site. 

“Shewchuk was raised by her father, Jerry, 
and her Ukrainian grandparents, Eva and 
Michael Shewchuk,” reads the biography. She 
says her grandfather, who died in March 2001 
(right before the [U.S College] NCAA cham- 
pionships), ‘gave her all the tools to live our 
lives right,’ adding that, ‘he lived mostly by 
example’.” 

“My grandparents had such a great influ- 
ence upon me when I was growing up,” she 
told Ukrainian News in a telephone interview 
from her St. Laurent, Que., home. “We spoke 
Ukrainian at home and we used to go to Ukrai- 
nian church (St. Sophie’s Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church in Montreal’s Rosemont district) 
every weekend.” 

When Shewchuk was six, her parents were 
divorced and her grandparents moved in to 
help her father raise his children. 

“When you have both grandparents living 
with you, you have a very strong combina- 
tion of multi generational influences,” she 
says. 

Shewchuk says her grandparents, both of 
whom immigrated to Canada from Western 
Ukraine during the inter-war period instilled 
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a very deep work ethic in her. 

Much of the work at home was done by 
hand. She recalls that when she was growing 
up they didn’t even have a dryer in the house. 

The big event for her grandmother was the 
Sunday meal, which often took three days of 
preparation. 

“T was taught that shortcuts were cheating... 
and that to get anywhere, you had to work 
hard for it.” 

This same work ethic applies to her atti- 
tude towards hockey. 

She attributes the remarkable Canadian vic- 
tory to a “combination of a lot of hard work 
over the years.” 

At the same time she downplays the biased 
refereeing which saw 11 penalties being called 
against the Canadian squad, as opposed to 
only two for the United States. 

“We knew that was going to happen. We 
had that ref before and we knew she didn’t 
like us — so we were prepared,” she says. 

Her greatest joy in winning the gold was to 
have won it with such great teammates, she 
says. 

“They were just so wonderful.” 

Shewchuk’s record during the tournament 
was one goal, one assist “and six posts”. 

The 24-year-old Shewchuk, who has been 
playing hockey for 16 years now, first wanted 
to be a figure skater, but missed the registra- 
tion, so her father signed her up for hockey 
along with her brother. 

Until the midget level she only played with 
boys, but says they accepted her very readily. 

She eventually enrolled in Harvard Univer- 
sity and joined their team. 

Slowed by a separated shoulder, Shewchuk 
was one of the last three players cut from the 
Canadian squad before the 1998 Nagano 
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Tymoshenko campaigns in Pryluky following the Supreme Court decision. 


Supreme Court allows Tymoshenko 
to campaign outside Kyiv 


(RFE/RL/Ukrayinska Pravda/UkrNews)— 
The Ukrainian Supreme Court has allowed 
political opposition leader Yuliya 
Tymoshenko to leave Kyiv in order to cam- 
paign ahead of the March 31 parliamentary 
elections. 

Oleksandr Turchynov, a member of 
Tymoshenko’s centre-right coalition, said the 
decision was made earlier in February to tem- 
porarily overtum a ban which barred her from 
leaving the capital. He said the decision was 
only announced Feb. 24 due to fear that au- 
thorities would place pressure on the Supreme 
Court to change the ruling. 

In April, the Prosecutor-General’s Office 
barred Tymoshenko from leaving the Kyiv 
area while they investigate charges of brib- 
ery, smuggling, and forgery. 

That order was reversed by a decision of 
the Pechersky District Court in Kyiv, but a 
Kyiv Appeals Court reinstated it on Jan. 29. 

Tymoshenko failed to appear at that hear- 
ing because her car was involved in a colli- 


sion on her way to the court and she was taken 
to hospital. 

Tymoshenko was sacked by President Le- 
onid Kuchma from the post of deputy prime 
minister in January 2001 after the inquiry 
started. She has said the charges are politi- 
cally motivated. 

Turchynov said Tymoshenko left Feb. 25 
to visit four regions as part of her election 
campaign. 

He also said he couldn’t disclose the exact 
itinerary, “because we expect new provoca- 
tions from the authorities.” 

Turchynov added that a team of doctors 
would accompany Tymoshenko on tour since 
she “has not fully recovered”. 

He said that throughout Tymoshenko’s stay 
in hospital, the Office of Public Prosecutor 
continued the investigation against her. 

“Doctors were summoned [for questioning] 
to be forced to authorize interrogation in the 
hospital”, despite questioning being forbid- 
den while she was under medical care. 


Влада складає списки 
померлих, голоси яких 
будуть зараховані "За Єду" 


(Українська Правда) Застосування 
адміністративного ресурсу Дасть змогу 
партії влади - блокові "За єдину 
Україну!" - отримати додатково 7-1290 
голосів виборців. Про це сказав на прес- 
конференції за підсумками першої поло- 
вини виборчої кампанії директор Їнсти- 
туту політики Микола Томенко. 

За його словами, влада широко вико- 
ристовуватиме всі можливі інструменти 
для отримання на виборах додаткової 
кількості голосів. 

Так, на думку Томенка, можливі пору- 
шення при голосуванні громадян, котрі 
перебувають у місцях позбавлення волі, 
на стаціонарному лікуванні в лікарнях, 


проходять строкову військову службу. 

За словами політолога, у західних 
областях України влада планує викорис- 
тати голоси людей, які поїхали на 
заробітки за кордон. Водночас у східних 
регіонах кількість виборців зросте за 
рахунок осіб, які померли. Списки 
"мертвих душ", голоси яких будуть 
зараховані на користь партії влади, вже 
складаються. 

Як зазначив Томенко, такі випадки 
зафіксовано, зокрема, в Луганській 
області. За даними мера Луганська 
Анатолія Ягоферова на! Луганщині до 
таких списків уже внесено близько 30 
тис. померлих. 
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Україна візьме участь у 
найбільших за останні чотири 
роки маневрах НАТО 


Ганна Стеців, Радіо Свобода 

26 лютого український військовий контингент 
уже прибув на один з полігонів у Польщі. 

Військові маневри НАТО в Польщі та Норвегії 
триватимуть два тижні. Їх мета - перевірити 
здатність сил НАТО до одночасного ведення двох 
військових операцій, до співпраці з державами - 
партнерами в регіонах, охоплених міжнаціональною 
кризою. Сценарій маневрів складатиметься з двох 
частин. Перша полягає на тому, що сили коаліції 
поспішають на допомогу союзній державі Блюе- 
ланд, яка заатакована агресором, що прагне відір-- 
вати собі багаті на нафтові родовища території. 

Одночасно в іншому місці, на півдні, вибух 
етнічний конфлікт. Організація Об'єднаних Націй 
звернулася до НАТО за допомогою в здійсненні 
миротворчої операції. Такий, у двох словах, 
сценарій цьогорічних найбільших за останні чотири 
роки оперативно-тактичних навчань НАТО, в яких 
візьмуть участь тридцять тисяч солдатів та 
офіцерів з 25-ти країн світу, шістдесят літаків, 
двадцять військових кораблів та багато іншої 
техніки. 26 лютого на один з трьох військових 
полігонів в Польщі, відведених для маневрів НАТО 
прибув і український контингент. Це сто шістдесят 
найкраще вишколених десантників, які прилетіли 
потужним військовим літаком ЇЛ-76. До речі, 
принагідно про українські військові літаки. З 
джерел дуже наближених до міністерства націо- 
нальної оборони Польщі ми довідалися, що вже 
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підписано угоду між польським міністерством 
національної оборони і міністерством оборони 
України про те, що український літак Руслан 
перевезе до Афганістану польський військовий 
контингент, який братиме там участь у вже 
справжніх, а не навчальних миротворчих діях. 

Але повернемося до маневрів НАТО. Окрім 
Українських військових з території пострадян- 
ського простору в навчаннях НАТО братимуть 
ще участь військові з Узбекистану. Не буде 
росіян та білорусів. Навчання НАТО будуть 
проводитися з 1 по 15 березня. 12 березня 
спостерігати за ними матимуть можливість 
високопоставлені представники країн-учасниць 
і військові дипломати. Очікується делегація з 
міністерства оборони України. 

До речі, з наближенням весни помітним є 
пожвавлення у справі військового співробіт- 
ництва України з НАТО - співпраця з Польщею 
як державою натівською - добрий цьому 
приклад. Так того самого дня, коли український 
контингент прибув для участі в маневрах НАТО, 
частина польсько-українського військового 
батальйону вилетіла також українським ЇЛом — 
76 на навчання до Німеччини. Цю частину 
батальйону готують до ротації - має відбутися 
зміна тих вояків польсько-українського баталь-- 
йону, які служать тепер у Косові на свіжі 
сили. Вишкіл польсько-українського батальйону 
в Німеччині теж триватиме до 15 березня. 
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КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
відділ В ЕДМОНТОНІ 


ласкаво запрошує Вас 
на 


БЕНКЕТ і ЗУСТРІЧ 


із Президентом Централі KYK адв. Евгеном Чолієм 
з нагоди 
60-ЛІТТЯ КОНГРЕСУ УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
і ВШАНУВАННЯ ДОБРОВОЛЬЦІВ КУК 
в суботу, 16-го березня 2002 р. 
о 6:30 год. вечора 
в Домі Української Молоді 
9615 - 153 Авеню, Едмонтон 


За квитками на БЕНКЕТ (560 від особи, або 5100 від пари), 
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Оля Саварин; 469-1860; Микола Воротиленко; 604-5885. 
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Їван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

На ЇІвано-Франківщині згоріла одна з найкраси-- 
віших дерев'яних церков України - Греко-като- 
лицький храм святого архистратига Михаїла. Їсто- 
рики стверджують, що мистецька вартість цієї 
будівлі не піддається оцінці. 

Храм загинув у вогні впродовж години. Церква 
була розташована в селі Олеша Городенківського 
району, що на Ївано-Франківщині. Її було внесено 
до державного реєстру історичних пам'яток з 
позначкою про особливу цінність. Лише минулого 
року парафіяни відзначили сторіччя свого храму, 
який був збудований з дерева без жодного цвяха. 

Від вогню будівлю не змогли врятувати ні 
місцеві мешканці, ні пожежники, які оперативно 
прибули на місце події. Вогонь повністю знищив 
дерев'яну споруду, завдавши збитків на 160 тисяч 
гривень. Їсторики та мистецтвознавці, тим часом, 
стверджують, що такі будівлі, практично, не мають 
адекватної матеріальної вартості. За фактом 
пожежі зараз ведеться дізнання. Електроенергія 
всередині церкви була вимкнена. Ймовірною 
причиною пожежі називають необережне повод- 


ження з вогнем, а точніше - залишену 
непогашену свічку. 

За минулий рік на Прикарпатті вже згоріло 
три церкви саме з цієї причини. Однак пожежа 
стала не останньою трагедією на Івано- 
Франківщині. 

20-го лютого о двадцятій тридцять до Ївано- 
Франківського міського управління внутрішніх 
справ надійшов сигнал про скоєне вбивство. 
Від численних вогнепальних ран загинув Володи- 
мир Євстратов, 1956 року народження, мешка- 
нець Києва, бізнесмен, зареєстрований під 
номером шостим у списку кандидатів до 
парламенту від Всеукраїнської партії трудящих. 

Правоохоронні органи, прокуратура відмо-- 
вились надати будь-яку детальну інформацію 
про особу потерпілого. Водночас з неофіційних 
джерел стало відомо, що Володимир Євстратов 
є засновником одного з банків, численних 
комерційних структур. Для розслідування цієї 
резонансної справи на Прикарпаття повинна 
прибути спеціальна слідча група Генеральної 
Прокуратури України. 


Загроза бомби не здійснилася 


(Українська ПравдаЛнтерфакс- Україна) Правоохоронні органи 
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Advisory Committee to | UCC welcomes 
Ambassador established | Knutson’s visit to 


(Embassy of Ukraine in Canada)—On Feb. 22, in Ot- 
tawa at the residence of the Ambassador of Ukraine to 
Canada Dr. Yuri M. Scherbak, prominent members of 
the Ukrainian community in Canada held a meeting to 
discuss the state affairs and future directions of Canada- 
Ukraine relations. Members shared their views on the 
contribution of the Ukrainian Canadian community to 
the relationship between both countries. They also dis- 
cussed the situation related to the forthcoming 
parliament’s elections being held in March 31 in Ukraine, 
and the possible organization of a major Canada-Ukraine 
forum in Canada this fall, with the participation of promi- 
nent politicians, businessmen, scientists and artists. 

The outcome of the discussion was the establishment 
of a “Canada-Ukraine” Advisory Committee to the 
Ambassador of Ukraine. The main goal of this Advi- 
sory Committee is to contribute to the strengthening of 
bilateral Canada-Ukraine relations in all spheres of co- 
operation including supporting Ukraine’s initiatives in 
the democratization of society, economic development, 
and integration into the European Community; 
partnering in the organization of the wide range of the 
educational. scientific, cultural and economic work- 
shops, conferences and other events related to current 
and future Canada-Ukraine relations; promoting Ukrai- 
nian masterpieces of tangible and intangible heritage; 
and informing Canadians about these activities. 


The participants invited James C. Temerty, President 
of the Northland Power Inc. to act as Coordinator for 
the Committee. 

The members of the Canada-Ukraine Advisory Com- 
mittee are: Temerty; Erast Huculiak, B.S.P., LL.D 
(Hon.) President & Chairman of the Board Medical 
Pharmacies Group Inc.; Orest V. Nowakiwsky, Execu- 
tive Director Canadian bank Note Company Ltd.; Mary 
Szkambara, President Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Toronto Branch; Rostyslav Kysil, President MEEST 
Corporation Inc.; Orest Dubas, Director Ukraine- 
Canada Policy & Trade Centre; Oksana Bashuk-Hep- 
burn, president Ukraine-Canada Relations Inc.; Prof. 
Ostap Hawaleshka, P. Eng., President Canada Ukraine 
Foundation; Dmytro Cipywnyk, CM., MD.,D.C.L., 
Chair Advisory Committee on Saskatchewan-Ukraine 
Relations; Viktor Pedenko, Secretary-General Ukrai- 
nian World Congress; Bud Conway, Representative 
of the Alberta-Ukraine Advisory Council; John 
Woychyshyn, President Oleh Olzhych World Foun- 
dation, Canadian Branch. 

The Advisory Committee decided to hold its meet- 
ings twice a year, alternatively in Ottawa and Toronto 
and to include not only Ukrainian Canadians but also 
prominent representatives of the Canadian society in 
its membership. 


UCC states its position on proposed 


immigration 
- 5 

(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC) together with one of its member organizations, 
the Canadian Ukrainian Immigrant Aid Society 
(CUIAS), on Feb. 26 shared the perspective of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community regarding the proposed Jm- 
migration and Refugee Protection Regulations (proposed 
Regulations) with the House of Commons Standing 
Committee on Citizenship and Immigration. The orga- 
nizations were represented by UCC President Eugene 
Czolij and CUIAS Executive Director Eugene Duvalko. 

In its submission, the UCC stated that the proposed 
Regulations will have an adverse impact on immigra- 
tion from Ukraine and recommended that: 

» Canada continue its long-standing tradition of ге- 
viewing applicant eligibility based on the criteriain place 
at the time of application; 

e The educational criteria be based on equivalencies, 
as opposed to years of formal schooling; 

« The settlement funds requirement remain at the previ- 
ous level, which is the equivalent of a six-month Low 
Income Cut-Off amount; 

» Section 71 of the proposed Regulations award ten 


regulations 


points for individuals who have community support 
in Canada; 

» Foreign nationals be permitted to apply at any Ca- 
nadian immigration office and not be restricted to those 
serving their place of habitual residence; and 

e The proposed Regulations reflect the objective of 
the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act to main- 
tain multiculturalism as a fundamental characteristic 
of our society. 

The submission was developed through the efforts 
of the following individuals: Paul Grod — Chair of the 
UCC Justice Committee, Duvalko, Czolij, Lesia 
Luciuk, Rick Mantey, John Petryshyn and Andriy 
Semotiuk. 

The presentation builds on recommendations ad- 
vanced by the UCC and CUIAS to the Standing Com- 
mittee during the consideration of Bill C-11, the Jm- 
migration and Refugee Protection Act, and the posi- 
tion paper released by the UCC during the debate on 
Bill C-31. 

The submission regarding the proposed Regulations 
and the presentation to the Standing Committee are 
available on the UCC web site at <www.ucc.ca>. 


Ukraine to open consulate in Michigan 


(UBC)—March 23, 2002, at 6:30 PM the Government 
of Ukraine will officially open its newly established 
Consulate in the State of Michigan with a gala event at 
the Ukrainian Cultural Center (UCC) in Warren. 

Attending the opening will be H. E. Konstyantyn 
Hryshchenko, Ambassador of Ukraine to the United 
States and Dr. Borys Bazylevskyi, Consul General of 
Ukraine in Chicago. 

Invitees to the event include: Governor John Engler, 
Lieutenant Governor Richard Posthumus, Secretary of 
State Candice Miller, Attorney General Jennifer 
Granholm, Senators Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow, 
Congressmen Sander Levin, Joe Knollenberg and David 
Bonior, former Governor James Blanchard, State Sena- 
tor Art Miller, State Representative Jennifer Faunce, 
Mayors Kwame M. Kilpatrick and Mark Steenburgh and 
others. 

The program will feature the internationally renowned 
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus, Oleh Mahlay, Artistic Di- 
rector. The Bandurist Chorus is the most famous Ukrai- 
nian Cultural group in the world. It will perform songs 
from its triumphant tour of Ukraine in 2001 during the 
celebration of the 10th anniversary of the independence 
of Ukraine. 

The Consulate of Ukraine in Michigan will be located 
in the Ukrainian Cultural Center. Bohdan Fedorak has 
been designated Honorary Consul of Ukraine in Michi- 
gan. Fedorak is President of the UCC and is a highly 
respected Ukrainian-American leader and promoter of 


Ukrainian culture and expanded economic ties between 
the State of Michigan and Ukraine. 

The Consulate is charged with assisting Ukrainian 
citizens residing in Michigan and with facilitating 
trade, cultural and academic programs and exchanges 
between Ukraine and Michigan. Ukraine will now join 
the large diplomatic corps located in Michigan, num- 
bering 38 Consulates. 

The Consulate will also serve as liaison between 
Ukraine and the large and highly organized Ukrainian 
American community in Michigan. There are approxi- 
mately 200,000 Michiganians who trace their ances- 
tral heritage to Ukraine, including a significant num- 
ber of new immigrants over the last decade. Forty or- 


ganizations serve the community, many of which are 


based at the Ukrainian Cultural Center. 

As noted by the Chairman of the Committee in Sup- 
port of the Consulate of Ukraine in Michigan, Borys 
Potapenko: “The officers and members of the com- 
mittee constitute the leadership of the Ukrainian 
American community. It is our collective wish that 
Michigan, its officials and citizens share in this joy- 
ous event. For, whether it be on the local, state or fed- 
eral levels, Michiganians have stood with the Ukrai- 
nian people in their centuries long quest for indepen- 
dence and, since 1991, in the struggle to give tangible 
substance to their hard won freedom. We look forward 
to working closely with Honorary Consul Fedorak and 
his staff in fulfilling the Consulate’s mission.” 
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Ukraine 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) on Feb. 
19 welcomed the visit of Gar Knutson, Secretary of State (Central and 
Eastern Europe and Middle East) to Ukraine. The Secretary of State vis- 
ited Ukraine from Feb. 16-19 (See Ukrainian News, February 20 — March 
5, 2002). 

“The UCC is pleased that Mr. Knutson took some time from the Team 
Canada mission to make his first official visit to Ukraine within the first 
month of assuming his new portfolio”, said UCC President Eugene Czolij. 
“This will allow the Secretary of State to assess first hand the progress 
being made by Ukraine and the strategic relationship between Canada 
and Ukraine.” 

On Jan. 18 the UCC indicated its support for the creation of the position 
of Secretary of State (Central and Eastern Europe and Middle East) by the 
Prime Minister, as it will allow for the strengthening of Canada’s position 
in Central and Eastern Europe. It will also facilitate the necessary dia- 
logue between the UCC and the Government of Canada to advance posi- 
tions which help to shape Canadian foreign policy. 

“We look forward to meeting with the Secretary of State upon his re- 
tum in order to continue our joint work in building a stronger partnership 
between Canada and Ukraine”, said Professor Oleh Gerus, Chair of the 
UCC Canada-Ukraine Relations Committee. “Our meeting will enhance 
the work of the Canada-Ukraine Advisory Council in moving its agenda 
forward for the benefit of both countries.” 

The Canada Ukraine Advisory Council was established by the UCC 
and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Intemational Trade. This Coun- 
cil provides the necessary forum for the Ukrainian Canadian community 
and the Department to address areas of concern and cooperation between 
Canada and Ukraine. 


U.S. partnership increasingly 
irrelevant, deputy says 


(Eastern Economist)—The Republican administration in Washington 
has obviously placed its bet on closer ties with Russia leaving Kyiv’s 
much-touted strategic partnership with the US increasingly irrelevant, said 
Deputy Roman Zvarych, Feb. 21. 

A stronger emphasis on relations with Europe could be Kyiv’s answer 
to changing US priorities, if only Ukrainian politicians could produce a 
clear foreign policy strategy, he said. 

“I agree with the president who said that we now have little reason to 
describe our relations with Washington as a strategic partnership. This 
partnership is far from strategic. This is why we should take certain coun- 
termeasures in Europe, where we still have allies. We should find a role 
for ourselves that would make it possible for us not just to voice our opin- 
ion, but to make this opinion heard.” 


асан емізо9г 2 


HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Jacuzzi 
Rooms 


Romance Packages available! 


с» 7 Beautiful rooms to choose from 
«о In-room Jacuzzi tub 
c& Steam shower, sound system 
«о King-size bed 


All rooms include full 
Hot Breakfast Buffet 


11727 Kingsway 
Edmonton, Alberta 
www.chateaulouis.com 
1.800.661.9843 
452.7770 
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Польські політичні еліти не 
без стурбованості стежать 
за ходом виборчої кампанії 


Ганна Стеців, Радіо Свобода 

Які ж сили знайдуться у Верховній 
Раді після 31 березня, а отже яких кроків 
і дій збоку стратегічного партнера можна 
сподіватися в найближчому майбутньому. 

2-го березня Адам Міхнік - легенда 
польської Солідарності і головний ре- 
дактор “Gazety wyborczej” зібрав у себе 
шістсот найбільш впливових осіб у 
Польщі. Було кілька амбасадорів західних 
країн, був президент Александр Квас- 
нєвський, були міністри - нинішні, 
вчорашні і завтрашні, як висловився 
господар .. Були колишні політв'язні 1, 
як казав Міхнік, їх поліцейські, був Єжі 
Бузек, Лєшек Бальцерович, були світила 
науки, культури, був режисер Анжей 
Вайда, - словом шістсот найбільш впли- 
вових... Міхнік відкривав нову величезну 
споруду редакції, і всі згадували, як 
“Gazeta .." на початках тіснилася в 
приміщенні дитячого садка, а нині, як 
висловився Александр Кваснєвський, 
стала найбільш впливовою інституцією 
в державі... Про цю імпрезу варто 
розповісти окремо, поки що кажу про 
неї лише як про тло, на якому відбу- 
валися мої розмови про Україну з 
польськими політиками. 

Якщо спресувати усе сказане на цю 
тему, то в основному розмова починалася 
і закінчувалася темою виборів. Відомий 
польський політик з партії Унія Свободи 
- теж , до речі, легенда польського 
визвольного руху, людина, яка в попе- 
редньому уряді Єжі Бузека мала великий 
вплив , зокрема, на те, аби таки роз- 
почалася реалізація проекту транспор- 
тування каспійської нафти нафтопро- 
водом Одеса - Броди-Гданськ, Богдан 
Борусєвіч відразу після привітання 
запитав : " Як вибори в Україні ? Хто 
має шанси ввійти до парламенту? Яка 
перспектива у Віктора Ющенка." 

Забігаючи наперед, скажу, що майже 
всі польські політики, незалежно від 
того, до якої партії належать, запитують 
про шанси Віктора Ющенка. Поляки 
мають переконання, що Ющенко може 
стати запорукою руху України вбік Єв- 
ропи і запорукою реформ в Україні. 
Цікавляться польські політики і пере- 
бігом виборчої кампанії в Україні, 
шкодують, що нема можливості прислати 
на допомогу демократичним силам 
більшої кількості спостерігачів, оскільки 
31 березня, у день парламентських 
виборів в Україні увесь католицький 
світ святкує Великдень. Цікаво, що стало 
тепер трохи менше запитань, які 
стосуються відомого касетного скандалу 
в Україні. Польські політики звертаються 
до цієї теми лише в випадку, якщо хтось 
порушить її сам. Скажімо, на одній з 
останніх прес-конференцій, яку давав 
міністр закордонних справ Польщі 
Влодзімєж Цімошевіч, один німецький 
журналіст згадав про справу Георгія 
Гонгадзе, і глава польського дипломатич-- 
ного відомства відповів, що Польща 
уважно стежить за цієї справою і ціка- 


виться її перебігом, а також порушує 
тему в зустрічах з українськими офіцій-- 
ними представниками. 

До речі, стосовно зустрічей. Там, на 
імпрезі у “Gazecie...”, я почула про те, 
що найближчим часом, ще до середини 
березня, до Польщі прибуде міністр 
закордонних справ України Анатолій 
Зленко. Одним з пунктів його програми 
буде, зокрема, відкриття пам'ятника 
Тарасові Шевченкові у Варшаві. До речі, 
наріжний камінь цього пам'ятника зак- 
лали прем'єри Єжі Бузек та Віктор 
Ющенко. Пам'ятник був готовий вже 
до десятиріччя незалежності України , 
але досі якось не знаходилося нагоди 
його урочисто відкрити. Зіславшись на 
інформацію польських джерел, можна 
сказати, що 13 березня ймовірно така 
урочистість у Варшаві відбудеться. 

Я вже згадувала, що на імпрезі у 
Адама Міхніка були дуже відомі і славні 
поляки. Один з них - міністр Генріх 
Вуєц - теж особа, що належить до 
золотих сторінок польської солідарності. 
Генріх Вуєц - голова польсько-україн- 
ського позаурядового форуму. Вибори 
в Україні - це теж було перше питання, 
яке прозвучало з його вуст, коли мова 
зайшла про події над Дніпром. До речі, 
дружина цього політика збирає кошти 
для відкриття величезної виставки у 
Варшаві, присвяченої українцям, насильно 
виселеним у результаті акції "Вісла ". 

Мушу сказати, одначе, що справами 
України таки більше цікавляться полі- 
тики польської правиці і центру. Вони і 
далі залишаються більше зорієнтовані 
на Україну, ніж правляча нині ліва 
коаліція, яка основний наголос у своїй 
східній політиці ставить все-таки на 
Росію. Ї ще один висновок, який випливає 
з розмов з польськими діячами - в 
основному вони прекрасно орієнтуються 
в тому, що діється в Україні. Вони 
добре знають, як відрізняються, наприк- 
лад, висловлювання президента України, 
ті, які звучать у Польщі, від тих, які 
він виголошує, наприклад, в Росії і так 
далі.Але деяких речей польські політики 
збагнути таки не можуть, наприклад, як 
це можливо, аби високий державний 
функціонер залишився на посаді після 
того, як виявився ганебний плагіат, або 
того, як маючи дуже велику владу , 
український президент не може, скажімо, 
поставити ясно раз і назавжди справу 
польського військового цвинтаря у 
Львові... Польські політики, будучи 
чудово поінформованими про перебіг 
подій в Україні, все ж багатьох речей 
ані пояснити , ані зрозуміти не в силі. 

Коли наприкінці імпрези я прощалася 
з господарем, Адам Міхнік запитав: "Ну 
і як було 2" 

- Та як, - кажу, - стояла я і ледь не 
плакала: чому такої впливової газети 
не може бути в Україні? 

-А знаєш, - відповів господар, - щось 
таке в Україні ми будемо пробувати 
помогти зробити... 


На Замковенка буде тиснути "Солоха"? 


(Українська правда/УНІЯН) Кандидат 
у народні депутати України по 223 
мажоритарному виборчому округу в 
Києві, екс-голова Печерського районного 
суду столиці Микола Замковенко поки 
що не відчуває тиску з боку засуджених 
ним кримінальних авторитетів. 

На прес-конференції 1-го березня, він 
припустив, що "невдовзі такий тиск може 
виникнути", оскільки 13 лютого колегія 
Верховного Суду України розглянула 
скаргу адвокатів кримінального автори- 
тету Бориса Савлохова, відомого під 
прізвиськом "Солоха", і Зураба Гогічаєва 
i ухвалила рішення скоротити на півтора 
року термін їх покарання. 

"Я гадаю, що Савлохов, перебуваючи 


в місцях позбавлення волі, дав критичну 
оцінку своїм діям і не пред'являтиме мені 
жодних претензій", сказав Замковенко. 

13 лютого Колегія Верховного Суду 
України розглянула скаргу адвокатів 
Савлохова (відомий як кримінальний 
авторитет "Солоха") і Зураба Гогічаєва 
і ухвалила рішення скоротити на півтора 
роки термін їх покарання. Таким чином, 
Савлохов і Гогічаєв повинні провести 
за гратами замість семи - п'ять з 
половиною років. 

Верховний Суд ухвалив рішення про 
скорочення терміну покарання, врахо- 
вуючи позитивні характеристики з 
установи позбавлення волі на Волині, 
де на даний час перебувають засуджені. 


Ukrainian Мем5/Українські Вісті, March 6 -19, 2002, . 
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«Україна та 
Словаччина готові до 
тіснішої співпраці» 


Оксана Пеленська, Радіо Свобода 

З усього виглядає, що співпраця двох 
сусідніх держав - України та Словаччини 
у військовій галузі вже незабаром набере 
раціональніших форм. Принаймні такий 
висновок можна зробити після двосто- 
ронніх переговорів, що їх провели в 
Києві військові делегації на чолі з 
міністрами оборони Володимиром Шкід- 
ченком та Йозефом Станком. 

Розмови торкались кількох областей, 
та передусім - реформування збройних 
сил і співпраці обидвох армій з НАТО. 
Саме цей аспект переговорів викликав 
особливий інтерес. Для всіх зрозуміло, 
врешті, словаки і не приховують, навіть 
більше - відкрито декларують, що 
стратегічним напрямом їхньої закордонної 
політики у військовій сфері є вступ до 
НАТО. Україна, підписавши нещодавно 
низку договорів про співпрацю з Росією 
у військовій галузі, тим не менше на 
основі спеціальних програм продовжує 
інтенсивно співпрацювати і з НАТО. 

В цьому контексті як Україні, так і 
Словаччині потрібно було знайти раціо-- 
нальний хід у плануванні майбутніх дій. 
На думку словацького міністра оборони 
Иозефа Станка, для добра і користі 
обидвох сторін такий хід було знайдено. 
Ним є активна взаємна допомога у 
реформуванні збройних сил. 

Висловлюючи підтримку вступу Сло-- 
ваччини до НАТО, Україна й надалі 
залишається важливим партнером сло- 
ваків, наголосив Йозеф Станк. Важливо 
також, на думку словацького міністра, 
провести реформування армій так, щоб 
вони були здатними оперативно і якісно 
надавати допомогу у невійськових сферах, 
у цивільному житті. Мова про створення 
багатонаціонального збройного баталь- 
йону «Тиса», складовою котрого мають 
стати український і словацький підроз- 
діли. Під час штабного навчання, що 
заплановане на травень цього року і 
має відбутись на Закарпатті, прикордонні 


Україна і Словаччина обговорять органі- 
зацію і порядок застосування цього 
батальйону. 

Ось як коментує візит словацького 
міністра оборони до Києва редактор 
словацької служби радіо «Свобода» пан 
Мілан НІЧ: 

М.Ніч: У відповідності до того, на 
чому наголосив міністр оборони Йозеф 
Станк, метою візиту було обговорити 
спільний досвід, отриманий від рефор- 
мування збройних сил. Словаччина зай- 
мається реформами в Армії вже кілька 
років, враховуючи при цьому ради і 
потреби НАТО. Україна є і завжди буде 
для Словаччини дуже важливим сусідом, 
до того ж - найбільшим нашим сусідом. 
Другою метою візиту словацького мініс-- 
тра оборони до Києва було обговорення 
проблеми організації міжнародного війсь-- 
кового підрозділу »Тиса». Він склада- 
тиметься з військових України, Словач- 
чини, Угорщини і Румунії. Передбача-- 
ється, що батальйон використовувати-- 
меться для ліквідації наслідків еколо- 
гічних катастроф і природних стихій, 
наприклад, таких, як нещодавні повені 
в басейні ріки Тиси. Гадаю, що дводенні 
переговори міністрів торкнулись і 
ширшого кола тем. 

Серед інших тем насамперед варта 
уваги співпраця України та Словаччини 
у сфері вдосконалення військових 
технологій, обміну малими військовими 
підрозділами. Переговори українського 
і словацького міністрів оборони, на думку 
керівника українського дипломатичного 
відомства Анатолія Зленка, надзвичайно 
важливі. Насамперед тому, що сприяють 
зміцненню миру і безпеки в цьому 
європейському регіоні. Важливо також 
і те, що на їхній базі можна розвивати 
плідну співпрацю двох країн далі. Йдеться 
зокрема, про візит в Україну словацького 
прем'єра Мікулаша Дзурінди і президента 
Словаччини Рудольфа Шустера, що 
мають відбутися протягом цього року. 


Судовий процес проти Кучми 
в США є проблематичним 


(Українська правда)- -Стівен Пайфер, 
помічник заступника держсекретаря 
США, передбачає "серйозні проблеми" 
з подачею судового позову проти прези- 
дента України у Сполучених Штатах. 

"Важко уявити, чи може бути поданий 
позов з огляду норм американського 
законодавства про підсудність справ", - 
сказав на прес-конференції у Києві 
Пайфер, наголосивши, що дане питання 
має гіпотетичний характер. Як повідом-- 
лялося, зараз можливість почати такий 
процес у Америці вивчають принаймні 
дві особи - Мирослава Гонгадзе та 
народний депутат Олександр Єльяшкевич. 
Пайфер декілька разів наголосив, що 
ця тема вимагає "консультацій з юрис- 
тами". 

Він також повідомив, що, за його ін- 


формацією, "жодна урядова агенція США 
не має у своєму розпорядженні" плівок 
Мельниченка. 

Посол США в Україні Карлос Паску- 
аль пояснив, що під час робочих зустрі- 
чей у Києві Йому доводиться стикатися 
з рядом питань щодо останньої амери- 
канської експертизи записів екс-майора. 

"Задають питання, чи ЦРУ або ФБР 
аналізували плівки? Відповідь: ні". Він 
наголосив, що "Бек Тек" є "приватною 
компанією, яка не є частиною американ-- 
ського уряду. 

Паскуаль також повідомив, що, оскіль-- 
ки урядові структури США не мають у 
своєму розпорядженні записів Мельни- 
ченка та не проводили їх експертизу, 
то урядові представники Сполучених 
Штатів не можуть коментувати цю тему. 


Мером Львова буде ..Леонід Кравчук? 


(Українська правда)- «Завершилася pe— 
єстрація кандидатів на посаду міського 
голови Львова. Як повідомили в міській 
територіальній виборчій комісії, загалом 
на цю посаду висловили бажання 
балотуватися дев'ять осіб. 

Зокрема, це теперішній мер міста Ва- 
силь Куйбіда, заступник голови АТ "Укр- 
транснафта" Любомир Буняк, відомі Mic— 
цеві бізнесмени Юрій Карвацький -прези-- 
дент корпорації "Карпатбуд", Богдан Фе- 
доришин - президент концерну "Богдан", 
Михайло Пузирко - заступник ГОЛОВИ 


правління ЗАТ "Електронбуд", Іван 
Кричковський - заступник директора 
міського комунального підприємства 
"Львівводоканал", Андрій Садовий - 
директор Інституту розвитку міста, а 
також науковий співробітник Євген Пе-- 
репічка і директор асоціації "ABTOKOM— 
плекс" Леонід Кравчук. 

Перші чотири кандидати в мери пред- 
ставляють політичні інтереси відповідно 
"Нашої України", блоку; Юлії Тимошенко, 
СДПУ(о) та Соцпартії, інші п'ятеро не 
користуються підтримкою жодних партій 
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Rada urges criminal charges 
be brought against Kuchma 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on March 6 backed 
a non-binding motion asking the prosecutor-general to 
bring criminal proceedings against President Leonid 
Kuchma in connection with allegations that Kuchma or- 
dered an assassination attempt on lawmaker Oleksandr 
Yelyashkevych, Ukrainian media reported. 

The previous day, the parliament passed a similar 
motion, accusing Kuchma of assisting former Premier 
Pavlo Lazarenko in plotting the murders of two law- 
makers. 

Its resolution said the president may be guilty of “ac- 
tions that helped Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko orga- 
nize the killing of Ukrainian people’s deputies Yevhen 
Shcherban and Vadym Hetman.” 

In particular, the parliament requests an answer to the 
question why Kuchma, “while knowing about 
Lazarenko’s criminal activities, did not take appropri- 
ate measures to stop those activities and to make him 
accountable under the Criminal Code. But [to the con- 
trary], awarded Lazarenko and appointed him to espe- 
cially important posts.” 


The parliament also asked the prosecutor-general 
to launch criminal probes into the role lawmaker 
Oleksandr Volkov had in alleged money laundering, 
as well as against presidential administration head 
Volodymyr Lytvyn and State Tax Administration chief 
Mykola Azarov over alleged abuses of office. 

That same day, lawmakers failed to pass a resolu- 
tion on giving the floor to lawmaker Oleksandr Zhyr, 
the head of the temporary commission dealing with 
the murder of Heorhiy Gongadze, who is expected to 
report on the results of a recent U.S. expert examina- 
tion of audiotapes made in President Kuchma’s office 
by former bodyguard Mykola Melnychenko, Interfax 
reported. 

Lawmaker Yelyashkevych has been occupying the 
parliamentary rostrum since the inauguration of the 
current parliamentary sitting on March 5, demanding 
that the parliament address the issue of Melnychenko’s 
tapes. 

The motion to address this issue was backed by 191 
deputies (the required majority is 226 votes). 


Yushchenko’s lead holds, 
Tymoshenko’s hovers around barrier 


(RFE/RL/Ukrayinska Pravda/UkrNews)—A poll con- 
ducted by the Center of Political Analysis and Consult- 
ing (associated with the “Politychna dumka” magazine) 
from Feb. 5-22 among 30,000 voters in one-third of 
Ukraine’s election districts found that eight parties and 
blocs would be able to overcome the 4 percent voting 
threshold to qualify for parliamentary representation, 
Interfax reported on Feb. 27. 

Tf the elections had been held at the time the poll was 
taken, Our Ukraine would have obtained 16.3 percent 
of the vote, the Communist Party 13.7 percent, the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko bloc 7.7 percent, the Greens 5.1 percent, 
Women for the Future 4.4 percent, the Socialist Party 
4.3 percent, the Social Democratic Party (United) 4.2 
percent, and For a United Ukraine 3.6 percent. 

The report did not cite the margin of error in the poll. 

In another poll, this one conducted by the Razumkov 
Ukrainian Centre for Economic and Political Research 


Feb. 19-27, Our Ukraine led with 20.1%, Communists 
were second with 14.5%. 

They were followed by the four main oligarchic par- 
ties — SDPU (u) with 8%, For a United Ukraine with 
6.5%, Women for the Future 5% and Greens with 
4.2%. 

Next were Natalia Vitrenko’s Bloc with 3.3 %, 
Tymoshenko’s Bloc with 3.2%, Socialists 2.6% and 
Yabluko — 2.3%. Other parties and blocs were sup- 
ported by less than one percent of potential voters. 
More than 15% were undecided about their choice, 
and almost seven per cent were against everyone. 

Yet a third poll, conducted by the Ukrainian Centre 
for Sociological Research and the Centre for Social 
Monitoring gave Our Ukraine 25.2%, the Communists 
11.9%, SDPU 6.6%, United Ukraine 6.2%, Greens, 
3.6%, Tymoshenko Bloc 3.6%, Women for the Future 
3.5%, Vitrenko Bloc 3.5% and the Socialists 2.9%. 


Moroz, Vitrenko lock horns in live TV debate 


(BBC Monitoring Service/UT-1)—Two Ukrainian 
leftist leaders sharply criticized the authorities and traded 
personal blows in an electoral TV debate broadcast live 
on Ukraine’s state-owned UT1 channel on March 5. 

The leader of the Progressive Socialist Party, Nataliya 
Vitrenko, kicked off the debate by accusing the Ukrai- 
nian government of surrendering to the International 
Monetary Fund, and urged Ukrainians to join the union 
with Russia and Belarus. “Ukraine has been suffering 
due to the IMF’s dictate. The loans that Ukraine receives 
get stolen. It is even impossible to analyze where these 
loans go, while the loans are paid back from the budget 
funds,” Vitrenko said. She added that by dropping the 
IMF partnership, Ukraine will not be isolated, because 
it would join the “powerful” union with Russia and 
Belarus. 

For his part, the leader of the Socialist Party of 
Ukraine, Oleksandr Moroz, vowed to push for “a change 
of the system of power” in Ukraine. “The current au- 


Socialists to support 
Chornovil in elections 


(Ukrayinska Pravda/Interfax-Ukraine-Elections)— 
The Socialist party will support Our Ukraine candidate 
Taras Chornovil running for the Verkhovna Rada in the 
116th election constituency (Lviv region), Socialist Party 
leader Olexandr Moroz said at a press conference in Lviv, 
Feb. 22. 

Moroz pointed out that people like Chornovil must 
be in the parliament regardless of their party member- 
ship 

The Socialists will also support Bohdan Fedoryshyn’s 
candidacy, President of the Bohdan Concem, in the elec- 
tions of Lviv Mayor, he noted. 

At the same time Moroz said that the party had aban- 
doned the idea of creating a new bloc with the 
Batkivschyna Party and Viktor Yushchenko’s Our 
Ukraine bloc since the latter had used a wrong principle 
when formed. Many questions may arise when 
Yushchenko’ list will be analyzed, Moroz noted. 


thoritarian rule, which resulted from the president and 
his entourage assuming all power, does not allow any 
further development of economic and social areas and 
fails to guarantee the sovereignty of our state”, Moroz 
added. He said he wanted more power delegated from 
the president to parliament and called for electing 
rather than appointing regional executive authorities. 
Throughout the program Vitrenko repeatedly attacked 
Moroz for his role as parliamentary speaker in adopt- 
ing the Ukrainian constitution in 1996. She said he 
contributed to the emergence of “a totalitarian sys- 
tem” in Ukraine by having a hand in “abolishing some 
major chapters of the Soviet Ukrainian constitution”, 
which signaled a start to “the destruction of the 
economy and state system in Ukraine”. 

Moroz brushed aside Vitrenko’s accusations, say- 
ing that the adoption of the constitution “was the only 
way of preventing Ukraine’s fall to a dictatorship”. 
He blamed Vitrenko for her “destructive steps in split- 
ting the leftist movement”. Vitrenko, who broke away 
from the Moroz-led Socialist Party, praised Progres- 
sive Socialists as “the only protectors of the leftist 
movement” and flatly denied any links to the presi- 
dential administration. 

“Tf we had not existed, you would have destroyed 
everything. When people cast their votes for you, they 
voted for you as a Socialist, but not for a man who 
would serve oligarchs, adopt a bourgeois constitution, 
and support [President Leonid] Kuchma’s prime min- 
isters,” Vitrenko said. “Therefore, it is the Progres- 
sive Socialist Party of Ukraine м/Бо 15 saving the So- 
Cialist idea from further discreditation,” she added. 

Vitrenko lambasted Moroz for “promoting” popu- 
lar former Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko’s bid for 
power, adding that both politicians were sponsored by 
the USA: “You, as well as Yushchenko and [former 
Deputy Prime Minister] Tymoshenko are the United 
States’ proteges. The US is leading you to power as 
you suit them, meaning they have already tested you,” 
Vitrenko said. 

Moroz dismissed Vitrenko’s accusations, saying that 
there was no point in responding to her arguments as 
she was always making “groundless” accusations. 


Colonel sentenced to 
seven years for spying 


(RFE/RL)—’Fakty i kommentarii” reported on Feb. 21 that Taras 
Bublyk, a former colonel in the Ukrainian army, has been sentenced to 
seven years in prison for spying for an undisclosed foreign agency. 

Bublyk’s case was investigated in secret, and the court hearings were 
held behind closed doors except for the final announcement of the ver- 
dict. 

The report said Bublyk was accused of passing on secret information 
about the Ukrainian army as well as its armaments and equipment while 
he worked in an important military position in Transcarpathia after 1992. 

According to the daily, Bublyk was paid for his services with two used 
cars and money deposited in foreign banks. 

Bublyk denied the charges of espionage, saying his communication with 
a foreign agent was restricted to the agent’s requests to buy cheap alcohol 
and cigarettes in a shop for Ukrainian servicemen. 


Yushchenko activist 
beaten up in Boryskav 


(BBC Monitoring Service/UNIAN)—Unknown people have severely 
beaten up a well-known political activist, former political prisoner and 
poetess, Iryna Senyk, in the town of Boryslav in Lviv Region on Feb. 26. 
The attack happened after Senyk made an appeal in support of former 
Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine election bloc in 
Truskavets. 

Senyk was attacked at 10:30 in the morning at her flat by three thugs, 
who broke into her flat, tied and beat her up severely. Senyk was admitted 
to hospital in poor condition with serious injuries to internal organs. An 
inquiry has been launched to investigate the attack. 

The head of the Our Ukraine local headquarters, Pavlo Maydanyuk, 
has called this crime a vendetta against a politician who has been support- 
ing the Our Ukraine election bloc with her reputation and words. 
Maydanyuk said that the election campaign in the region was becoming 
increasingly undemocratic. 


Three blocs to conduct 
alternate vote count 


(RFE/RL)—The Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, Viktor Yushchenko’s Our 
Ukraine, and the Socialist Party headed by Oleksandr Moroz have pooled 
their efforts to organize an alternative vote count in the March 31 parlia- 
mentary election, UNIAN reported on Feb. 27. 

This news was communicated to journalists by Yuliya Tymoshenko in 
Kharkiv. 

According to Tymoshenko, the collection of the officially confirmed 
voting results from polling stations will allow the three blocs to announce 
election results ahead of the Central Election Commission and, in this 
way, “to prevent [the commission] from falsifying the results as they did 
in the past election.” 

Tymoshenko added that one should expect falsification of election re- 
sults primarily from the For a United Ukraine bloc, which has “zero per- 
cent” support among voters but will obtain 10-12 percent of the vote “ow- 
ing to compulsion and force being applied to people.” 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


17708-135A Street Edmonton, Alberta TSM 745 


We specialize in travel and tours to UKRAINE 
and escorted group tours around the world 
Our staff is fluent in Ukrainian and English languages. 
Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 


780-415-5633 Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
http://Awww.tourukraine.com e-mail: rjstours@tourukraine.com 


1 Y July 2- - 22-16 day first class all inclusive Mediterranean-Greek » 
т Isles Cruise aboard Orient Cruise lines. 2nd passenger pays ! 
: half price. Book by February 15th and save another $300.00 ! 
: per couple. Guaranteed 1 category upgrade. 

Escorted by Robert J. Tomkins. 


July 8 - 23-16 day all inclusive group tour to WESTERN 
| UKRAINE. Our tour is the best in the industry. 
ONLY A FEW SEATS LEFT! 


Aug. 14 - 29 — 16 day all inclusive Ukraine cruise оп the Dnipro 
River and Blask Sea and includes the Crimean Peninsula. 
4 CABINS LEFT! 


Coming up this fall - our annual Country Music tour to 
Nashville, Dollywood and Branson this October. 


: Sept. - Maritimes tour. We fly to Toronto and then tour Ontario, ; 
! | Quebec, the Maritimes, New foundland and the Norhteastern U.S. gt 
Call us at 1-877-353-5633 and we'll mail detailed brochiires out to you 


Listen for the Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian Hour Zabava Program on Winnipeg's 810 
CKJS Saturday 5-7 p.m. and Sunday 7-9 p.m. on Edmonton's 790 CFCW 
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One standard of justice for 
Jews, another for Ukrainians 


John Demjanjuk’s ordeal continues. Feb. 21 a U.S. federal judge again 
revoked his citizenship — this time on grounds that he had been a guard 
at Nazi forced-labor camps during World War II. This, despite the lack of 
eyewitness corroboration. Judge Paul Matia said there is enough evidence 
to prove Demjanjuk was a guard based on World War II documents such 
as work records and citizenship papers — which were obtained from the 
archives of the former Soviet Union. 

This is the second time Demjanjuk has had his citizenship revoked. The 
first was in 1981, when a court ruled that he was the sadistic Nazi guard 
“Tvan the Terrible” at Treblinka, in Poland, from 1942-43. That celebrated 
case was noted for the fact that the U.S. Office of Special Investigations 
was aware of evidence that would clear Demjanjuk, but did not reveal it 
to his defense — in violation of U. S. law. That case resulted in a trial in 
Israel, where Demjanjuk was convicted and sentenced to death in 1988. 
However, his conviction there was overturned in 1993, mainly on that 
same evidence, that someone else was Ivan the Terrible of Treblinka, that 
the OSI withheld. Having failed to wrongfully convict him then, the U.S. 
Justice Department has now decided upon an easier route in its continu- 
ing vendetta. 

Meanwhile a Buffalo lawyer who once defended Demjanjuk has pre- 
dicted the decision will be overturned. Mark O’Connor says Demjanjuk 
was framed by the U.S. Justice Department and the KGB, the former So- 
viet intelligence agency. He has also criticized the government for using 
civil law to harass Demjanjuk instead of criminal law where the onus is 
on the prosecution to prove guilt beyond a shadow of a doubt. But it is 
precisely because the U.S. government has failed to prove Demjanjuk’s 
guilt that they have opted for the civil route. 

Our own Canadian government has taken the lead from the U.S. ех- 
ample. It has adopted the policy of denaturalization and deportation sim- 
ply because there is no need to prove a respondent committed any war 
crime — only that — on the “balance of probabilities — he misrepre- 
sented himself upon entering Canada. And how convenient it is that the 
government has destroyed all the immigration files from the post-war 
period. No evidence exists. Thus Helmut Oberlander and Volodymr Katriuk 
have been handed notices of the government’s intent to strip them of their 
citizenship despite the fact that they have been completely exonerated of 
any war crimes. Wasyl Odynsky has not yet been given notice of the 
government’s intention to revoke his citizenship, but he yet may. This 
despite the fact that the court found “there was no evidence at the trial that 
Mr. Odynsky participated personally in any incident involving mistreat- 
ment of prisoners or of any other person during his service,” and that 
“there is no doubt that Odynsky’s service was not voluntary.” 

Contrast this with the case of Nakhman Dushansky, a former MGB/ 
KGB officer accused of genocide in Lithuania. He is not accused simply 
of being a KGB agent — but of genocide — a vicious crime against hu- 
mianity. So what does Israel do? It refuses to hand him over to Lithuania 
for interrogation, claiming Lithuanian law enforcement’s accusations and 
procedures in his case “cause great concern.” This is reminiscent of the 
case of Solomon Morel whose extradition to stand trial for the killing of 
over 1,500 prisoners of war was demanded by Poland in 1998. Israel re- 
fused on ground that the statute of limitations had run out. 

One can only assume that Israel is sending the rest of the world a clear 
message — where justice is сопсегпей, there is one standard for Jews, 
and another for Ukrainians and other East Europeans. 
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Greens, oligarchs and elections 


(RFE/RL)—Of Ukraine’s 130 registered parties, 
seven claim to be “green.” These include the All- 
Ukrainian Срогпорбу! People’s Party (registered in 
October 1998), the Green Ecological Party (February 
2001), the Green Party of Ukraine, the Ecological Party, 
the Ecological Party “Defense” (all in March 2001), 
and the Green Party-XXI Century (April 2001). 

Six of Ukraine’s seven “green” parties have little 
influence in comparison to the oldest, the Party of 
Greens of Ukraine (ZPU), which was registered far 
ahead of the others on May 24, 1991. Until its electoral 
success in 1998, the ZPU faced little competition from 
other “greens.” Then, another five “green” parties were 
registered in the winter 2000-spring 2001 season. 

The “Greens” underwent a similar process that took 
place within other Ukrainian political parties. From 
1994 to 1998, some centrist and national democratic 
parties were gradually taken over by oligarchs who 
needed to convert their newly found economic clout 
back into political influence. After the ZPU and the 
People’s Democratic Party (NDP) were taken over by 
them, those members of both parties who stayed loyal 
to their original pre-oligarch ideology left to create other 
parties or joined existing ones. 

These non oligarchic parties have joined Our Ukraine 
or the Yuliya Tymoshenko blocs, while the ZPU and 
NDP support the oligarchs and President Leonid 
Kuchma. 

Of the 34 parties and blocs registered for the election 
campaign, only two were “green,” and both are 
supported by competing oligarchs. The Rayduha 
(Rainbow) election bloc included the Ecological Party 
of Ukraine “Defense” and was financed by Vadym 
Rabynovych, an oligarch who was recently accused of 
acting as a middleman in the sale of Ukrainian tanks to 
the Taliban in the mid-1990s. Rabynovych holds dual 
Israeli-Ukrainian citizenship, is the head of one of two 
competing Jewish organizations in Ukraine, and is 
persona non grata in the United States. The title of this 
bloc is also meant to appeal to the gay community, 
whose international flag is made up of the colors of the 
rainbow. 

Rabynovych went ahead and created his own election 
bloc after falling out with the ZPU, which he helped to 
finance in its successful return to Ukrainian politics in 
the March 1998 parliamentary elections. In an interview 
in “Stolichnye novosti” in August 2001, a newspaper 
funded by Rabynovych, Ukrainian Ambassador to 
Canada Yuriy Shcherbak initially toyed with the idea 
of heading the Rainbow coalition as an alternative 
“green” bloc to the ZPU. 

Shcherbak founded the Green World Association in 
1986 and was the first head of the ZPU, which he now 
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accuses of having betrayed “green” ideology. 
Rabynovych and Shcherbak have known each other 
since the early 1990s when the latter was Ukraine’s 
first ambassador to Israel. 

On Feb. 20, the Central Election Commission 
cancelled the registration of the Rainbow bloc, 
following a verdict by a Kyiv district court saying 
that the bloc was formed in an illegitimate manner. 
This decision has left the ZPU as the only group 
representing Ukrainian environmentalists in the 
elections. 

Genuine “green” parties, in the same manner as 
genuine women’s parties, find it impossible to be 
successful in Ukraine’s political system. Only parties 
that have been captured by oligarchs (such as the 
ZPU) or created especially by them for the elections 
(Women for the Future) can be successful because 
they have financing and, while being pro-presidential, 
also have access to “administrative resources.” The 
Rainbow bloc was not successful in winning 
popularity because Rabynovych was no longer on 
good terms with the executive. The Women of Ukraine 
Party, the only other registered gender party, has also 
failed to win support because it is backed by neither 
the oligarchs nor the executive. 

Ukraine’s largest “green” party, the ZPU, grew out 
of the Green World Association, an ally of the Rukh 
nationalist movement in the late Soviet era. It is 
contemporary Ukraine’s third-oldest political party, 
and its inaugural congress was held in September 1990 
where it championed both “ecosocialism” and state 
independence. Its main base of support then was 
western and central Ukraine, the same as Rukh’s. 

After Ukraine became an independent state in 1991, 
the ZPU began a long period of decline. In the eyes 
of Ukraine’s elites, environmental problems became 
less important than ensuring sufficient energy supplies 
in the face of Russia’s use of energy pressure, 
mounting debts, and a shift in world prices. During 
the ZPU’s stagnation, it elected a new leader in 
October 1993, Vitaliy Копопоу, who has remained 
in that position until today. In 1994, before the ZPU 
was taken over by oligarchs, the ZPU joined the 
European Federation of Green Parties. 

The ZPU re-entered the Ukrainian political scene 
in the March 1998 elections when it won 5.44 percent 
of the vote. The new ZPU was very different from 
that created in 1990-91. At its peak the ZPU held 25 
parliamentary seats, which has since declined to 15, 


Ukrainian News reports help establish mandate 
for Canada-Ukraine agricultural initiative 


I very much appreciate your newspaper, Ukrainian 
News. it provides insights into changing needs and cir- 
cumstances as they exist in Ukraine today, as well as, a 
vision for tomorrow. As well, it makes one more aware 
of the importance of the Ukrainian heritage to the char- 
acter of Canada. 

To a considerable degree, reports in the Ukrainian 
News have contributed to the development of a man- 
date and action plan for PGVI. Attached is a summary 
of who we are and what we are trying to do. 

PGVI - A Vision And A Pian 

As an aftermath of the collective farm system which 
prevailed in Ukraine during the Communist era, the ap- 
proaches to farming in Ukraine are undergoing dramatic 
changes which in many instances are contributing to a 
high degree of instability and uncertainty. Most impor- 
tantly, it has become evident that the people who have 
the “hands on” responsibility for working the land have 
very little influence on any future directions. They have 
been assigned small plots of land. However, they can- 
not produce any crops in marketable quantities. 

In some instances, this has led to foreign investors 
gaining control over large tracts of land. the “hands on” 
farmers, in many instances, have become part time em- 
ployees. In other instances, the senior officials under 
the collective system have gained control of farming 
operations which has reduced the farming families to 
what approaches a serfdom status. 

Numerous visitors to Ukraine have expressed grave 
concern about the current circumstances. New reports 
often suggest an increase in poverty among the farming 
population. The current developments have prompted 
the younger generation to seek other opportunities, which 
don’t seem to exist in abundance. There has also been 
an increase in the plea for “cash” from relatives in 
Canada. Frequently, it’s a matter of paying bills and pay- 
ing off debts. 

Reports from visitors to Ukraine and the analyses con- 
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tained in a CIDA report: A Path to Reform-Ukrainian 
Programming Framework 2002-2006, all suggest that 
aconcerted effort must be made to restructure the farm- 
ing system at the grassroots level. The CIDA report 
states that there is an increasing expectation that Ca- 
nadians will help to develop a new farming model. 
There appears to be an increasing interest in initia- 
tives that could lead to farming partnerships based on 
a collaborative/cooperative model of farm manage- 
ment controlled by those working the land. It is hoped 
that it will be a model that can be an investment in the 
future of farming in Ukraine. 

Prairie Grassroots Vision International (РСУТ) was 
created to pursue in partnership with the “hands on” 
farmers in Ukraine the development of a farming 
model, which is controlled and managed by them. 
PGVI is hopeful that the model, which was created, 
would provide a basis for farming on a long-term ba- 
sis. 

PGVI has formed two Task Force: A study/Explor- 
atory Force and a Development/Implementation Task 
Force. The first task force will be going to Ukraine in 
Mid-April 2002 for approximately a five week period. 
Upon its return a Plan for Action will be prepared. 
The second Task Force will then visit Ukraine in mid- 
year 2002 with a view to commence the development 
of a new farming model. 

PGVI’S present plan is to develop the farming model 
in partnership with the Ukrainian farmers in the 
Borschiw/Skala Podilska region of Ukraine. Our hope 
is that it can become the model for other parts in 
Ukraine. 

Walter Podiluk, CM LL.D. (Hon.) 
President PGVI, Saskatoon. 
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Judge revoke’s Demjanjuk’s citizenship) Israel refuses Lithuania’s 


A federal judge on Feb. 21 revoked the U.S. citizen- 
ship of John Demjanjuk, agreeing with government al- 
legations that he guarded Nazi death camps during World 
War II, reported The Associated Press. 

Judge Paul Matia said there is enough evidence to 
prove Demjanjuk was a guard at Nazi death and forced- 
labor camps without eyewitness corroboration. 
Demjanjuk, a Ukrainian who went by the first name Ivan 
in his homeland, has insisted he was a prisoner of war. 
Matia issued his ruling about eight months after 
Demjanjuk’s seven-day trial. “The government had the 
burden of proving its contention to the court by clear, 
convincing, and unequivocal evidence,” Matia said ina 
supplement to the ruling. “It did so.” 

The evidence included World War II documents such 
as work records and citizenship papers. Demjanjuk de- 
nied the papers were linked to him. It was the Justice 
Department’s second attempt to strip Demjanjuk of his 
U.S. citizenship. In the latest case, federal prosecutors 
argued that he fraudulently became a citizen by cover- 
ing up his past as a guard at several Nazi concentration 
camps. 

Demjanjuk, now 81, previously lost his U.S. citizen- 
ship in 1981 on evidence that he was the sadistic Nazi 
guard “Ivan the Terrible” at Treblinka, in Poland, from 
1942-43. The 1981 case resulted in a trial in Israel, where 
Demjanjuk was convicted and sentenced to death in 
1988. However, his conviction there was overtumed in 
1993, mainly on new evidence that someone else was 
Ivan the Terrible of Treblinka. The latest case did not 
include allegations of him being the Treblinka guard. 
Ed Nishnic, Demjanjuk’s son-in-law and family spokes- 
man, said Demjanjuk was aware of the Feb. 21 ruling 
and the family would appeal. 

“We tried our case and continue to believe the gov- 
ernment is wrong. We most respectfully believe that 
Judge Matia has made serious factual and legal errors 
in his opinion. 

“Tt is true that judges have ruled against us in the past 
and public opinion has been against us in the past. Nev- 
ertheless, we have proven them wrong before and have 
been vindicated. We will appeal and will prove them 
wrong once again.” 

Nishnic said the ordeal has been difficult on his fa- 
ther-in-law. 

“It’s been a very stressful 25 years for him. The wear 
of this relentless prosecution by three superpowers has 
taken a toll on his health.” 

Demjanjuk, a former Ford Motor Co. factory worker, 
lives in the Cleveland suburb Seven Hills, but he did 
not attend his recent trial. He has spurned public atten- 
tion since returning eight years ago from Israel. A depo- 


sition Demjanjuk gave to government lawyers in July 
2000 was his last comment on his past. He denied aid- 
ing the Nazis. He has maintained that he served in the 
Soviet Army, was captured in 1942 and remained in 
German prisoner of war camps. His lawyers said 
Demjanjuk may have been confused with a cousin 
from the same Ukrainian village who also was named 
Ivan Demjanjuk. In the deposition, Demjanjuk said 
his cousin joined the Soviet Army a few weeks before 
he did. 

Keys to the government’s case were documents kept 
by the Germans and archived by the Soviet Union that 
prosecutors said showed Demjanjuk was guard num- 
ber 1393 and assigned to several Nazi camps after he 
was trained at Trawniki in Poland. Demjanjuk held 
firm to his argument that he was a forced laborer as a 
prisoner of war. - 

In one of his more detailed deposition responses, 
Demjanjuk, who used a Ukrainian translator due to 
his poor English, said: “I was in captivity in the mili- 
tary prison, and then I ended up in Graz: From Graz I 
ended up in Heuberg. And that is - that is it. That’s 
where it ends. And what is written here, how could it 
be me?” 


Lawyer criticizes 
revoking Demjanjuk’s 
citizenship 


The Buffalo News, Feb. 24/02 

A Buffalo lawyer who once defended John 
Demjanjuk against charges he was the infamous Nazi 
prison guard “Ivan the Terrible” says a federal judge 
in Cleveland erred when he revoked Demjanjuk’s U.S. 
citizenship Feb. 21. Mark O’Connor predicted the 
decision will be overturned. 

Demjanjuk, O’Connor said, was framed by the U.S. 
Justice Department and the KGB, the former Soviet 
intelligence agency. He predicted Matia’s decision will 
be overturned by the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Cincinnati, which once before “admonished the 
same people for committing fraud with the same evi- 
dence.” 

O’Connor called the 27-year pursuit of Demjanjuk 
“political” and chastised the government for using civil 
law to harass him. 

“Tf he did these things — if he committed war crimes 
— put him on trial criminally,” O’Connor said. “Ex- 
pose him.” 
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request to interview 


accused war criminal 


Former MGB/KGB officer 
charged with genocide 


(Baltic News Service)—Israel’s Justice Ministry has refused to carry 
out a Lithuanian request to interrogate Israeli resident Nakhman 
Dushansky, a former MGB/KGB officer accused of genocide in Lithuania. 

The newspaper Lietuvos Zinios reported the Lithuanian Prosecutor 
General received a report signed by the Israeli justice minister announc- 
ing Israel was “unable to execute” the request for legal aid regarding 
Dushansky, claiming Lithuanian law enforcement’s accusations and pro- 
cedures in his case “cause great concern.” 

Along with the refusal to render aid, the Israeli Justice Ministry sent the 
Lithuanian Prosecutor General’s Office a list of 24 people it said were 
high-ranking Lithuanian officials, occupying high posts in the KGB and 
NKVD currently residing in Lithuania and more complicit in the KGB 
crimes enumerated in Lithuania’s request than Dushanksy was. The 
Lithuanian request talked about actions against the Lithuanian resistance 
and partisans fighting Soviet occupation. 

Dushansky is alleged to have led joint KGB and Soviet police forces 
during the operation to kill a man called truly or falsely Lithuania’s last 
partisan, Antanas Kraujelis-Siaubunas, on a farmstead outside the 
Lithuanian town Utena on March 17, 1965. 

Dushansky, who worked for the Soviet MGB and KGB during and af- 
ter World War II, is accused of taking part in operations against Lithuanian 
freedom fighters. 

The Lithuanian Prosecutor General received archival materials from 
the Lithuanian Center for Investigation of Genocide and Resistance in 
1999 showing that four families from Lithuania were sent into exile on 
the orders of Dushansky. 

Dushansky is thought to have gone to Israel in 1989, just about one 
year before Lithuania restored its independence. 

The fight over Dushansky’s extradition to Lithuania has a larger con- 
text. Some Lithuanians say prosecuting alleged Lithuanian Nazi collabo- 
rators 50 years after the fact is problematic at best, while ethnic Lithuanians 
themselves experienced genocide during and after the war at Soviet hands. 
Israeli ambassadors have warmed Lithuanian officials against equating the 
Jewish Holocaust with the genocide that took place in the Soviet Union. 
Many Lithuanians criticize what they see as a double standard, and point 
to Dushansky — апа Israel’s refusal to extradite him — as an example of 


Greens, oligarchs and elections 


and it boasts 52,000 members, small by the standards of other oligarchic 
parties. 

The ZPU’s 1998 success was due to two factors: a very effective 
Western-style advertising campaign, and a huge injection of new finances. 
As with the Women for the Future party in the current elections, the ZPU 
campaigned in 1998 on an “antiparty” ticket with the slogan “Politicians 
Utilize Demagoguery.” This was an appeal to disaffected young people 
(the ZPU was one of the youngest factions) and those easily turned off 
by politics. 

The main financier of the ZPU since 1998, as well as the Women for 
the Future whose campaign is building on the earlier success of the ZPU, 
is Vasyl Khmelnytskiy, No. 3 on the Green election list, and director of 
the huge Zaporizhstal plant. He was successful in recruiting other 
businessmen who needed a “krysha” (roof) to protect their business 
interests in telecommunications, banking, insurance, hotels, and 
— more surprisingly — energy. Khmelnytskiy’s additional support for 
Women for the Future has been made possible by his close relationship 
with President Kuchma and first lady Ludmyla Kuchma. 

Throughout the entire tenure of the 1998-2002 parliament, the ZPU 
remained loyal to the president without going overboard in its support, 
presumably so as not to turn off potential young voters. Only two minor 
government positions were granted to the ZPU. Last year, Ambassador 
Shcherbak severely criticized the ZPU’s lack of legislative initiative in 
the current parliament. 

The ZPU has 9.9 to 7 percent support in southern and eastern Ukraine, 
and its two strongest bases are Zaporizhzhya and Odesa. Ironically, in 
western and central Ukraine, where the ZPU began 10 years ago, its 

support is only 5.1 and 3 percent, according to a January poll by the 
Center for Economic and Political Studies. Khmelnytskiy’s two pet 
projects, the ZPU and Women for the Future, will therefore enter the 
next parliament, but neither [is] likely to promote green or gender issues. 
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Ukraine to destroy 40,000 land mines 


(RFE/RL)—Representatives of NATO and Ukraine’s defense industry 
complex signed an accord on Feb. 26 whereby Ukraine obliged itself to 
destroy 400,000 land mines, New Channel Television reported. Canada, 
Poland, and Hungary have disbursed nearly US$1 million to fund the 
destruction of the munitions. According to the agreement, those mines 
whose storage life has expired will be the first to be destroyed. Ukrainian 
representatives said all of the 5.5 million mines that Ukraine inherited 
from the Soviet Union are to be destroyed in the future. 
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СФУЖО приготовляється 
до 3-го Конгресу 


Віра Маланчій, пресова референтка 

У днях 24-27 жовтня відбуватиметься 8-ий Конгрес Світової 
Федерації Українських Жіночих Організацій. Конгрес СФУЖО 
відбувається що п'ять років. На нього прибувають делегатки 
складових організацій СФУЖО, щоб обрати нову екзекутиву, 
обговорити найголовніші біжучі справи і скласти плян праці на 
наступних п'ять років. 

8-ий з черги конгрес відбуватиметься у Торонті, у Шератон 
готелі. Очікується делегаток із цілого світу. Крім делегаток з 
організацій із США, Західньої Европи й Австралії, вперше очікуємо 
делегаток з Естонії, Чехії i Польщі. Під час конгресу буде 
презентована ювілейна книга 50-ліття СФУЖО. 

Святкове відкриття конгресу відбудеться увечорі 24-го жовтня. 
У суботу 26-го жовтня запляновано святковий бенкет, на якому 
будуть проголошені переможці 28-го Літературного Конкурсу 
СФУЖО im. Марусі Бек. 

28-ий Літературний Конкурс СФУЖО зв'язаний з гаслом 
проголошеним на 2002 рік: «Шануймо минуле, будуймо майбутнє». 

Реченець конкурсу усталений на 1-го березня 2002 року. Отже, 
учасницям конкурсу є ще час надіслати свої літературні твори 
(оповідання, нариси, есеї, тощо) до канцелярії СФУЖО. 

Пропоновані теми: 

(1) Шануймо минуле - будуймо майбутнє, 

(2) В сім'ї вольній новій - Україна в 21-му столітті. 

Переможці конкурсу отримають грошові нагороди! 

За дальшими інформаціями про. конгрес і конкурс просимо 
звертатися до Екзекутиви СФУЖО: 2118A Bloor St. W. Suite 
206, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M6S 1М8. Tel.: (416) 762-2066. 


СФУЖО звертається до 
Севастопольської Міської 
Держадміністрації в захист 

Київського Патріярхату 


Українська громадськість міста Севастополя звернулася до 
Третього Всесвітнього Форуму Українців і до українських 
громадських організацій світу з проханням підтримати їх боротьбу 
за можливість молитися рідною мовою на рідній землі, а також 
з протестом проти надання українських національних святинь 
виключно УПЦ Московського Патріярхату. 

В Севастополі на кошти української держави ведеться відновлення 
української національної святині - Свято- Володимирського собору 
в Херсонесі. Але місцева влада відмовилася надати можливість 
українцям, вірним Української Православної Церкви Київського 
Патріярхату, проводити Богослужіння. В той сам час, священики 
Церкви Московського Патріярхату без перешкоди користуються 
цим храмом. Особливо обурення викликало в українців Севастополя 
освячення хрестів Володимирського собору в Херсонесі за участю 
президента Росії В. Путіна якраз напередодні святкування 10- 
річчя незалежности України. 

СФУЖО зареагувало на ці факти та на звернення української 
громади Севастополя листом-апелем до голови Севастопольської 
Міської Держадміністрації Леоніда Жунька. 

В зверненні СФУЖО серед іншого читаємо: «Наша Церква 
була переслідувана і нищена довголітнім окупантом України. 
Тепер, у вільній демократичній Державі немислимим є, щоб 
якась міська держадміністрація відібрала від них Церкву та 
передала Московському Патріярхатові. Це наруга над українцями 
Київського Патріярхату. У своїй державі вони мусять мати свою 
Церкву, де можуть молитися рідною мовою». 

Копії цього листа СФУЖО надіслані до: Патріярха Київського 
i всієї Руси України Філарета, Держкомітету в справах релігії та 
віросповідань і до Президента України Леоніда Кучми. 


У Криму почався терор? 


(Українська правда", Крим)- 28-го лютого, Людмила Литви-- 
ненко, довірена особа кандидата у депутати Тетяни Красикової 
(яка перемогла Грача у суді - Українська правда), звернулася до 
залізничного районного відділу міліції Сімферополя із заявою 
про скоєний на неї напад. 

Литвиненко розказала журналістам, що 27-го лютого, поверта-- 
ючись додому, вона почула голоси двох чоловіків, "були нецензурні 
слова, а потім сказали "Бий по голові". Вони вдарили мене по 
спині, я впала, і впустила сумку". 

Литвиненко, якій вже більше 60 років, дуже погано себе 
почуває, у неї сильні болі в області спини, ребер, попереку. 
Проте стверджувати, що напад на неї пов'язаний з виборами, 
Литвиненко не може. З іншого боку вона вважає, що це не 
звичайні хулігани або бандити, оскільки вони не взяли сумку, 
яка випала у неї з рук, і не взяли її ювелірні прикраси. 

28-го лютого провідник громадського комітету "Прозора влада" 
Андрій Сенченко повідомив журналістів, що випадки нападів на 
представників його комітету не одиничні. Він повідомив, що на 
кандидата у депутати Валерія Тараніна чинять тиск, "йому 
намагалися загрожувати по телефону. У той час, коли його не 
було вдома, під'їхав автобус, в який два парубки силоміць втягнули 
його дружину, вивезли за межі селища, і там протягом години 
втовкмачували, що кандидат Таранін повинен "знятися". 

На думку Сенченка, випадок з дружиною Тараніна і з довіреною 
особою Тетяни Красикової говорить про те, що "це початок 
терору" 


п УЗ' Ф 


Хор «Відлуння» 


Ukrainian News/Yapaincexi Вісті, March 6 -19, 2002, 


6 - 19 березня, 2002 


з Монтреалю 


Свято Соборности і Державности в Оттаві 


Юлія Войчишин 

3-го лютого Відділ Конгресу Українців Канади 
в Оттаві улаштував у залі українського право- 
славного собору, свято Державности i Соборности 
України. 

Свято відкрила голова Відділу КУК в Оттаві 
Марта Винницька, підкреслюючи історичне 
значення дат 22-го січня 1918-го і 1919-го року. 

Посол України в Канаді, д-р Юрій Щербак, в 
короткому привітальному слові наголосив особливу 
важливість факту об'єднання всіх земель України 
в одне в 1919 році, бо проблема соборности так 
само важлива і нині. Нам треба працювати над 
проблемою, духовної єдности, щоб не було три 
православні церкви в Україні, а одна. Добре, що 
Верховний Архиєпископ греко-католицької церкви, 
Любомир Гузар плянує перенести свій осідок до 
Києва - столиці України, бо потрібно мати Києво- 
центричне думання. На думку посла вже вдалося 
зробити багато, бо маємо єдину адміністративну 
систему, єдину конституцію, єдину економіку, 
фінансову систему (уведення гривні - тяглість 
від св. Володимира), єдина державна мова (80% 
Верховної Ради - україномовна) і закінчив словами 
Тараса Шевченка: «А всім нам разом на землі, 
єдиномисліє подай...». 

Головну доповідь виголосив проф. Володимир 
Шелест. Він назвав «22 січня - свято Державности 
і Соборности - днем щорічного перегляду наших 
діючих сил» і відразу заявив, що він, у своїй 
доповіді, відступає від традиції говорити тільки 
про події 1917-го до 1921-го року та про зміст 
чотирьох Універсалів. Натомість він узявся за 
нелегке завдання порівняти здобутки 4-ох років 
незалежности Української Народної Республіки 
(демократичний уряд, 280 тисяч війська, 300 
літаків, українські гроші, і т.д. i 4 роки боротьби 
за незалежність) і 10-річчя сучасної України, як 
і подібність характеристичних хиб українців, що 
заважило на висліді боротьби тоді і впливає 


негативно на розвиток української держави 
тепер. Одною з найбільш негативних рис уважає 
доповідач тенденцію до ділення сил, що ставалося 
тоді і стається, в багато гіршому варіянті, тепер 
(Україна сьогодні має 127 партій). Проф. Шелест 
гостро нап'ятновує це, як «...брак політичної 
культури, або, може, й культури взагалі, якщо 
йдеться про суспільні обов'язки, тих осібняків, 
які вважають себе національною елітою». Також, 
парадоксальним здається доповідачеві, тяг і в 
проводі і в народі до збереження попередньої 
системи, у висліді чого по 10-ох роках 
державности Україна, як каже професор «нидіє 
на небезпечному роздоріжжі... Наступила якась 
перехідна павза 'синє-жовтого серпа і молота". 
Мовляв, майже все так як було, тільки гірше». 
Закінчує свої роздуми п. Шелест питанням 
висловленим Володимиром Яворівським на 
Установчому Зі"зді Народного Руху України за 
Перебудову ще 8-го вересня 1989 року в Києві, 
а саме: «Що ж ми за народ такий?». Відповіді, 
поки що нема. 

Виступ мішаного хору «Відлуння» з Монтреалю 
під диригентурою Світлани Колесник Коваль 
складався на мистецьку частину вечора. Зор- 
ганізований в 1955 році хор, має талановитого 
диригента, прекрасні голоси та широкий 
репертуар пісень, а саме: релігійні: «Благослови, 
душе моя, Господа», «Ой зійшла зоря», «Ми 
херувимів»; колядки та щедрівки: «Щедрик, 
щедрик», «Спи, дитино», патріотичні: «Чом, чом, 
чом», «Пою коні при Дунаю», «Лелека», народні: 
«Ой, вербо, вербо», «Туман яром», «Журавель», 
«Веснянка» та на закінчення хор виконав прек-- 
расну пісню композитора Тараса Петриненка, з 
рефреном «Боже, Україну збережи, Господи 
помилуй нас». Цю пісню, ми слухали, під 
зоряним небом, на Майдані Незалежности в 
Києві 24-го серпня 1996 року, у виконанні 
самого автора. 


Святий Миколай відвідав Садочок при катедрі Св. Івана 


15-го грудня, вихованці Українського Садочка 
при катедрі св. [nana провели свій річний концерт, 
приурочений до Свята Миколая. Під керівництвом 
учителів п. Лесі Шевчук та п. Вікторії Ковальчук 
діти виконували різні українські пісні, декламували 
вірші. Усім сподобались пісні «Зима іде», «Падав 
сніг», «У лісі, в лісі темному», а також традіційна 
«О, хто, хто Миколая любить». 


Діти почувалися дуже щасливими, бо на 
концерт завітав Святий Миколай з двома 
Ангелами і перебував довший час у залі, щоб 
не лише бачити концерт, а також - щоб усі 
вихованці Садочку і їхні братики і сестрички 
отримали дарунки від нього. Після святкового 
концерту була перекуска, і всі мали нагоду 
поспілкуватися та приємно відпочити. 


a 
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Pope John Paul II blessed the site of те Ukrainian Catholic University during his visit to Lviv in June 2001. 


Founding documents of Ukrainian 
Catholic University signed 


(LTA)—The founding docu- 
ments of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University (UCU) were signed by 
the St. Clement Fund at the 
Metropolitan’s Palace in Lviv on 
Feb. 22. These statutes fulfill the 
decision of the Synod of the Ukrai- 
nian Greek Catholic Church in 2000, 
which recommended the foundation 
of UCU in Lviv. In this way, the pro- 
cess of juridical registration and 
state accreditation of UCU has been 
started. It is providential that this de- 
cision was made at the beginning of 
the year of Patriarch Josyf Slipyj. 

Solemn confirmation of the 
university’s importance for the en- 
tire church will take place July 3 and 
4, during special events at the third 
session of the Patriarchal Council of 
the UGCC. 

“Today, we are on the way to the 
real fulfillment of UCU,” said His 
Beatitude Lubomyr Husar, head of 
the St. Clement Fund which was cre- 
ated for the work of founding UCU. 
“We sincerely hope that this project, 
which our forefathers dreamed 
about, will become a reality. In this 
university both Ukrainian priests 
and Ukrainian laity will have a 
chance to prepare themselves for 
academic life and to improve civil 
life.” 

Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
worked at founding a Ukrainian 
Catholic university in Lviv. In 1905, 
during a session of the Austrian Par- 
liament, he demanded the founding 
of such a university. The political 
Situation of that time did not allow 
the fulfillment of this intention. 
During the inter-war period, Ukrai- 
nians were strongly discouraged 
from attending Lviv State Univer- 
sity. An unofficial university was 
founded in answer to this injustice. 
In 1925, this university was also 
forcefully liquidated. This event 
became one of those events which 
compelled Metropolitan Sheptytsky 
to increase his efforts in the direc- 
tion of creating an establishment of 
higher education in Lviv where 
Ukrainians could gain a university 
education in the spirit of the Chris- 
tian intellectual tradition. 

In 1929, the opening of the Greek 


Catholic Theological Academy took 
place with Fr. Josyf Slipyj, Ph.D. as 
its first rector. Metropolitan 
Sheptytsky wanted the Theological 
Academy to eventually develop into 
a Catholic university, yet World War 
II became an obstacle to this inten- 
tion. Following 1946, the Academy 
itself was forcefully closed. Having 
come to Rome in 1963 after 18 years 
of prisons and camps, Patriarch 
Josyf Slipyj founded UCU, named 
in honor of Pope St. Clement. 

By the time of the 1970s and 
1980s, Ukrainian seminarians study- 
ing in Rome began to reflect on the 
prospect of creating such a univer- 
sity in Ukraine. The Lviv Theologi- 
cal Academy (LTA) was renewed in 
1994, thanks to graduates of UCU 
in Rome and numerous other indi- 
viduals. From its beginning the LTA 
was supposed to be the first step to- 
wards the development of UCU. 

The LTA is now accredited with 
a bachelor’s program in Theology 
and Philosophy from the Congrega- 
tion of Catholic Education, and it 
has opened a history department as 
well as a licentiate program in The- 
ology. Today at the LTA there are 
about one thousand students, 90 
teachers, two departments and eight 
academic institutes functioning, in 
addition to one of the most dynamic 
libraries in Ukraine that has 60,000 
volumes catalogued by computer. 

With the transformation of the 
LTA into a university, there are plans 
to open several more departments 
and institutes relating to the humani- 
ties and other social disciplines. The 
building of the entire university 
complex on Stryiska Street and 
Chutorivka is planned in order to 
provide UCU with a structure of 
western standards. The comerstone 
of UCU was blessed by Pope John 
Paul П during his visit to Ukraine in 
2001. 

The foundation of UCU has great 
meaning for the development of hu- 
manities education in Ukraine. UCU 
is not a state institution and for that 
reason it has special possibilities in 
terms of innovations. The creation 
of a fully sufficient model of stud- 
ies of humanities disciplines will be 


a good start in reforming university 
education in general; specifically, 
the creation of new courses and 
course books, which could poten- 
tially have importance for all the 
nation. 

“The building of the university 
campus requires much effort and 
material cost,” says Father Borys 
Gudziak, Ph.D., Rector of the LTA. 
“Yet, the most responsible task is to 
ensure that our university preserves 
the Christian spirit according to the 
dreams and plans of Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky and Patriarch 
Josyf Slipyj.” 
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Ukrainian Women’s Organization, 
Edmonton, AB 


| $50.00 
T. & А. Petrenko, Toronto, ON 
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1 Mychailo Kucher, Edmonton, AB 


$35.00 
Roman Franko, Toronto, ON 


$25.00 
Maurice Lahanky, Lakeville, NB 
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й Steve Duch, Saskatoon, SK 
15. & A. Gula, Toronto, ON 
10. Rodyniuk, Edmonton, AB 
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1 Mary Kolkin, Stoney Creek, ON 
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| Olga Kurylo, Saskatoon, SK 
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1 Anne Cwikilewycz, Edmonton, AB 
1 Max Litwin, Edmonton, AB 
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W. Danyliw, Saskatoon, SK 
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Ми щиро дякуємо 
всім жертводавцям 


CITIES 


Kyiv 3, Kaniv 1, Теторії 3, Pochaiv, Kamianets-Podilskyi, 
lvano-Frankivsk 3, Kolomyia-Carpathian Mountains, Lviv 4. 


Kyiv, Ternopil, Kamianets-Podilskyi, lvano-Frankivsk, Kolomyia, 
Carpathian towns and villages (Kosiv, Yaremche, Kosmach, others), 
with visits to local folk artists and special sites. Lviv (UNESCO 
Heritage Site), the city of art, museums culture and fun. Visits to 
ancestral villages arranged. Optional embroidery course with 
expert Olena Kulynych-Stakhurska ($250.00 US) 
Great shopping, food, hospitality, and serendipity. 
You don't have to be Ukrainian to come along. 


Kyiv 3, Kaniv 1, Ternopil 3, Pochaiv, Kamianets-Podilskyi, 
lvano-Frankivsk 4, Kolomyia-Carpathian Mountains, Lviv 4. 
Tour Escort: Mrs. lrene Zadravec. 


® Anonrefundable deposit of $250 is required at time of booking. 

? Prices for departure from other Canadian and USA cities available. 
? Opportunity to extend your stay to visit family members after the tour can be arranged at no extra cost. 
? All prices are-subject to change without notice. 
? Single supplement is $350.00 per person. 


TOUR PRICES INCLUDE; AIR FARE, ACCOMMODATION, ALL MEALS WITHIN UKRAINE, TRANSPORTATION 


Greek Catholics begin 
year of Patriarch Slipyj 


(RISU.org.ua)—Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, the head of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), officially opened the year in honor of 
the servant of God, Patriarch Josyf Slipyj, on Feb. 18. This day coincided 
with the 110th anniversary of the patriarch’s birthday. 

On this occasion Cardinal Husar addressed believers, emphasizing three 
important aspects of the patriarch’s life that, in his opinion, deserve spe- 


“First of all, it is the confession of Josyf Slipyj, his sufferings and firm- 
ness in acknowledging his faith, which have come to epitomize the abol- 
ished, but never suppressed, church. This component of Patriarch Slipyj’s 
personality should be given much attention,” Cardinal Husar stressed. 

“Secondly,” he continued, “it is academic work that played such a sig- 
nificant role in the patriarch’s life. He was one of the few to have made so 
great a contribution to the acquisition of scholarly assets by the church. 
After he became rector of the Lviv Theological Academy, Josyf Slipyj 
dedicated much time to educating priests. 

“Finally, it was the patriarch’s desire to revive the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church as well as to clarify its objectives and identity both in 
Eastern Europe and in the Catholic Church on the whole.” 

The head of the UGCC called upon the clergy, monks, nuns and believ- 
ers “to spend this time reflecting upon the examples given by such distin- 
guished personalities as Metropolitan Andrey [Sheptytsky] and Patriarch 
Slipyj in order to encourage yourselves to strive for perfection.” 


Anna Bombak, Edmonton, AB 
E. Boychuk, Saskatoon, SK 
Bohdan Lubowych, Mississauga, ON | 
Nick Tefledzuk, Calgary, AB | 
Stephanie Workun, Edmonton, AB 
Michael Boychuk, Saskatoon, SK 
Dr. R. Holowatyj, Belleville, ON 
Theodore Kulynych, Kelowna, BC 
Dmytro Skorobohacz, Oshawa, ON 
Mike Dejneha, Kingston, ON 
Valentina Dobrolige, Edmonton, AB 


$5.00 

Alex Broda, Edmonton, AB 

W. Fedeyko, St. Albert, AB 
Alexandra Cybulsky, Edmonton, AB 
Steven Moshenko, Winnipeg, MB 
Wasyl Hawryschuk, Oshawa, ON 
Marusia Soroka, Mississauga, ON 
John Duda, Perkinsfield, ON 
Anna Stepanczak, St. Leonard, PQ 
Bohdan Nebozuk, Edmonton, AB 
Maria Prebushewski, Hafford, SK 


aa TO gS 


$3.00 й 
Helena Kapalowsky, Etobicoke, ON 


ткож свя 


СМ. Tyrawsky, Wilmington, DE, US | 
We sincerely thank 
all donors 


Tour Escort: Mr. Andy Koshalanyk. SOLD OUT. 
RETURN TO THE SOURCE: FOLK ART AND CULTURE TOUR OF UKRAINE 
with specialist Огузіа Tracz (7th tour, $3,466.00 
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Вічність 


Чесько- 


Українського 
Побратимства 


(«Карпатський Голос» 6-12 
жовтня 2001 року, #29, 260) 


Минулого року, на зборах | 
Чехословацьких Легіонерів, з ff 


приводу нагородження їх медал- 
лю «Захист Вітчизни», яку вру- 
чив воєнний атташе Посольства 
України у Празі, полк. Сергій 
Захаров. Нагородження відбуло- 
ся в святковій обстановці, за 
участю представників влади i 


гостей легіонерів. Промову £ 


українською мовою виголосив 
голова Чехословацьких Jlerio- 
нерів Карлововарщини, ветеран 
війни-інвалід Микола Гулин, 
уродженець міста Ракова у 
Закарпатті. 

Промова (уривки) 

Ми, воїни Чехословацької армії 
в боях з фашистськими окупан- 
тами, ствердили пролятою кро- 
в'ю і жертвами своїх побратимів 
вічну дружбу з українським на- 
родом, котра має свої корені 
вже в історичній добі Київської 
Руси-України і чеського коро- 
лівства часів династії князів 
Пржемисловичів. 

На теренах України залиши- 
лись могили наших побратимів, 
що геройською смертю полягли 
в боротьбі з фашистськими оку- 
пантами. 

Ми, воїни Чехословацької ар- 
мії, добровльно зголосились на 
фронт, дали в ставку найдо- 
рожче, що людина має - своє 
життя і здоров'я за визволення 
України з фашистської 
окупації. 

Цей безприкладний подвиг є 
золотим скарбом в історії 
народів - чехів, словаків і 
українців. Ми низько схиляємо 
голови перед величезними жерт- 
вами українського народу в бо- 
ротьбі за визволення Чехосло- 
ваччини з фашистської окупації. 
Чехословацьку армію в тодішнім 
СРСР 70% творили закарпатські 
українці, що найперше пройшли 
російськими тюрмами і сибір- 
ськими концтаборами, як еміг- 
ранти з ЧСР. 

Чеська Республіка активно 
допомагає Україні подолати 
труднощі політичні, економічні 
й інші та ввійти в Европейську 
співдружність народів, як рівно- 


Микола Гулин 


правний партнер. 

В боротьбі за незалежність 
України загинула еліта нації, 
найвірніші сини і дочки України, 
а десятки мільйонів українців 
були знищені національними 
ворогами України організовани- 
ми голодоморами виселенням з 
рідних земель, ув'язненнями в 
тюрмах, концентраційних табо- 
рах смерти і масовим система- 
тичним вбивством. 

Окупанти історичних земель 
України, впродовж 300 років 
поневолення, винищили 70% 
українського народу, що є най- 
більшим злочином в історії 
людства. 

Здобута колосальними жертва- 
ми поколінь самостійність Укра- 
їни - це найвища національна 
цінність, і її українці повинні 
зберегти навічно! 

Ми сподіваємося і віримо, що 
український нарід у парлямент- 
ських виборах у березні 2002 
обере собі очищений від зрад- 
ників, колаборантів і злочинців 
парлямент, бо лише таким 
чином він може зайняти своє 
почесне місце в сім'ї вільних, 
культурних i цивілізованих наро- 
дів Европи і світу. 

Просимо передати українсько- 
му народу наше братське найщи- 
ріше вітання і завпевнення, що 
чесько-українське побратимство 
є незмінне і вічне! 

Слава Україні! СлаваЧеській 
Республиці! 


Подяка 


Щиросердечно дякую моїй дорогій - любій подрузі життя 
Данусі, донечці Христі Кучер-Сандес і її мужеві д-р Робертові 
з Австалії, синові Романові i його дружині Джо-Ани, внукам 
Дагласові і Мічел, кузинам Марусі Коляса, Ліді Яцій, Романові 
і Зеновієві Візнюри, побратимові полк. Миколі Гулину і 


парохові церкви св. Покрови Їллі отцеві Григорієві Подтепі 
за відвідини мене, слова потіхи на скоре видужання в 
університетському приміщенні скорої помочі а відтак довшого 
лікування у цій лікарні. 

Хай Господь має Вас Усіх у своїй опіці, дарить усіми 
благодаттями а Пречиста Діва-Мати захороняє Вас своїм 
Омофором! 


Ваш Михайло Кучер 


WASYL ODYNSKY 


DEFENCE TRUST FUND 


Donations in Support of this Trust Fund may be sent to: 


5289 Roebuck Ct. 
Mississauga, Ontario L5R 2J5 


905-890-8110 
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Конкурс -- це виховання патріотів 


Понад 5 мільйонів дітей в 


Україні взяли участь у ЇЇ 


Міжнародному Конкурсі з Української Мови імені Петра Яцика 


9-го листопада минулого року по всій Україні 
врочисто розпочався цей патріотичний марафон, 
як уже встигли назвати журналісти Міжнародним 
Конкурсом з Української Мови. Розпочався він 
уже без свого ініціатора й основного мецената, 
який 1-го листопада відійшов у вічність, поли- 
шивши після себе біль і гіркоту невідшкодовної 
і науки України конкурсу назавжди присвоєне 
ім'я Петра Яцика. Назавжди, бо, як вірять його 
організатори (Освітня Фундація Петра Яцика, Ліга 
Українських Меценатів та Міністерство Освіти і 
Науки України), за другим конкурсом буде третій, 
прекрасним патріотичним рефреном в освітньому 
житті юних українців. 

Перший етап конкурсу успішно відбувся в понад 
25 тисячах шкіл України. Переможці шкільного 
турніру (по троє в кожному класів - від 2-го по 
11-ий) брали участь у районних змаганнях. Це 
вже другий етап змагання. Чи не вся україно- 
мовна преса широко писала про популярисій 
мовний турнір (російськомовна його замовчувала). 
Переможці районних змагань - знову по троє в 
кожному класі - мірялися знанням рідної мови 
вже в третьому етапі - обласному, а також 
окремо в містах Київ та Севастополь (згідно з 
адміністративним поділом України). Усі - до 
єдиного! - переможці й призери цього етапу 
одержали від Лі и українських меценатів премії, 
засновані добродійниками західної діаспори й 
України. На кожному дипломі одержаному 
дитиною, написано ім'я, що його носить ця премія. 
Часто її фундатори присвячують світлій пам'яті 
своїх рідних. Так було нагороджено 769 школярів 
і 300 найкращих учителів, української мови. 

26-го січня в усіх обласних центрах, а також у 
Києві й Севастополі з 9-ої ранку розпочалися 
змагання четвертого-загальнонаціонального — 
етапу. Представники Міністерства Освіти і науки 
України відкрили в урочистій обстановці перед 
усіма присутніми вчителями і учнями конверти з 
письмовими завданнями. Після виконання 
письмових робіт, їх зашифровано й у запечатаних 
конвертах передано для перевірки в Києві. А 
учасники конкурсу вже відповідають на усні 
запитання такого характеру: "Вам випала мож- 
ливість виступити в Раді Європи й розповісти 
про Україну. Що ви скажете?", "Ви берете ін- 
терв'ю в Президента чи Прем'єра нашої держави. 
Що ви в нього запитаєте?" Такі завдання для 
старшокласників, молодші учні мають простіші 
завдання, але в усіх у такий спосіб перевіряється 
не тільки усне мовлення, а й рівень мислення. 
Не випадково ж президент Лі и меценатів 
Володимир Загорій назвав це святом не тільки 


юного українського інтелекту, а й українського 
патріотизму, якому належить майбутнє. 

Виробляється особливо врочистий ритуал 
наго-родження конкурсантів. Він перетворюється 
на хвилююче патріотичне дійство. Скажімо, в 
Чер-касах в напівтемній залі на сцені гурт 
молод-шокласників за свічками в руках 
виголошує прис-трасну молитву до української 
мови, де є такі слова: "Прости! Воскресни! 
Повернися! Возро-дися! Забуяй вічним і віщим 
словом від лісів - до моря, від гір до степів! 
Освіти від мороку душі й освіти Русь-Україну, 
возвелич, порятуй народ її на віки!" 

Під впливом цього дійства народилася й 
емблема конкурсу - запалена свічка, яку 
захищають від подуву вітру маленькі дитячі 
долоні. Діти рятують українську мову в Україні. 

Торік конкурс завершився величним святом 
рідної мови в Національній Філармонії столиці 
України, де Президент Леонід Кучма й меценат 
Петро Яцик нагороджували кращих з кращих 
знавців мови. Пряма трансляція свята йшла по 
каналах Українського радіо на всю Україну й 
на весь світ. Нинішнього року нагородження 
призерів конкурсу передбачено на 22 травня 
ц.р. у найпрестижнішому в Україні палаці 
"Україна" з участю найвищих посадових осіб 
держави. Ще важлива подробиця конкурсу. Він 
не випадково носить назву "Міжнародний." Торік 
у ньому взяли участь українські діти з Росії, 
Білорусії, Грузії, Латвії та Польщі. 108 таких 
дітей Ліга меценатів нагородила за рекомен- 
дацією Міністерства Освіти і Науки в дні Iii 
Всесвітнього форуму українців, що відбувся в 
Києві у серпні 2001 року. 

Нині про свою участь у другому конкурсі 
заявили українські організації Росії, Білорусі, 
Казахстану, Узбекистану, Таджикистану, Грузії, 
Вірменії, Латвії, Литви, Естонії, Польщі. Всі 
вони одержали рекомендації Міністерства освіти 
і науки України. Всі довідкові матеріяли конкурсу 
розміщено в. Інтернеті -на- сайті Міносвіти. 

Ї в Україні, і в діаспорі збільшується кількість 
меценатів конкурсу, які своїми пожертвами 
творять дорогоцінну патріотичну інвестицію в 
майбутнє. Сьогодні діти, а завтра - народ. Діти, 
яким ми покажемо: знання рідної мови - це 
дуже важливо. Діти допевняться: знання 3 
української - не менш важливі ніж знання з 
фізики, хімії, математики чи з англійської мови. 
Зрештою, вже сьогодні можна сказати, що 
конкурс несе в собі потужний націєтворчий 
потенціал. 

Михайло Слабошшицький, 
письменник, виконавчий Директор Ліги 
Українських Меценатів в Україні 


Прикарпаття вимагає від влади 
зробити, врешті, рішучі кроки для 
того, щоб захистити українську мову 


Їван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Напередодні виборів звернення до президента, 
прем'єр-міністра, депутатів Верховної Ради та 
лідерів політичних партій оприлюднили учні та 
вчителі української гімназії обласного центру 
Прикарпаття. У зверненні вимагається зробити, 
врешті, рішучі кроки для того, щоб захистити 
українську мову. 

Українська гімназія в Ївано-Франківську, відрод-- 
жена 10 років тому, зараз відома не лише в 
нашій державі, але й за кордоном. 99% випуск-- 
ників цього навчального закладу здобувають вищу 
освіту в найпрестижніших вузах України та Східної 
Європи. В українській гімназії учні отримують 
класичну освіту, яка базується на використанні 
найновіших навчальних методик. Письменники, 
культурологи, історики, які бували на зустрічах з 
гімназистами в Ївано-Франківську, відзначали, що, 
як правило, були здивовані високим рівнем 
підготовки, розкутістю та нестандартним мислен-- 
ням дітей, що тут навчаються. 

Напередодні виборів учні та вчителі української 
гімназії вдалися до нестандартного вчинку: вони 
оприлюднили звернення до президента, прем'єр- 
міністра, депутатів та лідерів політичних партій, 

| в якому наголошують, що на сьогоднішній день 
|| «під загрозою опинився наш найдорожчий скарб 


- мова, яка визначає нас як народ". 

У зверненні йдеться також про те, що на 
сьогоднішній день радіо та телеефір переповнені 
російськими програмами, видавнича справа в 
державі потерпає від непомірних податків, 
гімназисти не мають змоги користуватися новою 
літературою, виданою рідною мовою. Більшість 
книг в українській гімназії також залишилася у 
спадок ще з радянських часів. 

Учні та вчителі гімназії вкотре ставлять перед 
керівництвом держави питання про те, що, 
можливо, комусь вигідно зневажати українську 
мову. Ще одна цитата зі звернення: "Наші 
випускники, яким сьогодні по 17, незабаром 
навчатимуться у столичних вузах. Але чи буде 
повноцінним навчання та спілкування в Києві, 
якщо там скрізь лунає російська мова? Усі 
учні гімназії вивчають три іноземні мови і 
латину. Володіють і російською, прагнуть вив- 
чати також інші мови, але на рідній землі 
хочуть говорити українською". 

Уючні та вчителі української гімназії міста 
івано-Франківська у своєму зверненні 
наголошують, що розуміють, що їхні слова, 
ймовірно, не змінять ситуації, але неможливо 
мовчати, коли мова в рідній країні планово 
нищиться. 
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PCUH features work 
of Dmytro Stryjek 


(PCUH)—This winter has been a busy season for the 
Prairie Centre of Ukrainian Heritage. The Centre, 
housed at St. Thomas More College, University of 
Saskatchewan, in association with Mackenzie Art 
Gallery in Regina, Kenderdine Art Gallery at the U of 
5 and the Ukrainian community, presented a series of 
cultural events devoted to the artistic legacy of the 
renowned Saskatchewan based Canadian “‘naOve’ artist 
of Ukrainian background Dmytro Stryjek. Uniquely 
positioned as a ‘translational’ and ‘transnational’ figure, 
with one foot in the past (Ukraine) and one in the present 
(Canada), Stryjek (1899-1991) produced highly original 
and highly acclaimed art. Whether labeled as “folk art,” 
“outsider art,” “art brut,” or naOve art, Stryjek’s work 
speaks of the artist’s great imagination and acute 
nostalgia, unique talent and liberating artistic 
expressiveness. Intensity of colour and the fluidity of 
imagery characterize Stryjek’s work, illuminating and 
bringing together numerous worlds — the world of 
Ukraine, of Canada, and Stryjek’s imagined lifeworld. 

The series of events included a retrospective of 
Stryjek’s works from the extensive private collection 
of late Peter Millard. First, the exhibition, curated by 
Kate Davis, director of the Mackenzie Art Gallery was 
presented at the Mackenzie Art Gallery in Regina, in 
December 2001. In February, it traveled from Regina 
to Saskatoon. Opened on Feb, 22 at Kenderdine Art 
Gallery, U of S, the exhibition attracted many art lovers 
from the province and beyond. The exhibition is on until 
April 7. In conjunction with the Centre’s 
Stryjek initiatives another exhibition devoted to the art 
of Stryjek has been organized by the U of S’s Main 
Library. Curated by Neil Richards, Dmytro Stryjek: 
Religious Paintings is displayed for public viewing in 
the exhibition hall of the Main Library from Feb. 14 
until April 7. 

The highlight of the Stryjek season was a national 
symposium Dmytro Stryjek: Identity and Poetic Vision, 
organized by the Centre on Feb. 22 and 23. Crossing 
aesthetic, academic, and political boundaries, the 
symposium examined the artistic and humanistic legacy 
of Dmytro Stryjek. Seven specialists in the areas of 
visual arts, psychology, anthropology, Ukrainian 
Canadian folklore, ethnicity, and cultural studies 
examined the relationship between the art, cultural 
identity, and personal creativity. 

Kate Davis, Director of the Mackenzie Art Gallery, 
Regina examined in her presentation the notion of the 
folk, naOve, or self-taught art and looked at the 
relationship between self-taught art and the museum. 

Robert Enright, cultural and art critic and broadcaster 
from Winnipeg, looked at Stryjek’s work in the context 
of avant-garde and contemporary painting in Ukraine 
and in North America. Using the recent exhibition of 
Ukrainian Avant-garde Art from 1910-1935 as well as 
work by practicing Canadian artists like Natalka Husar 
and Taras Palataiko, Enright considered how Stryjek’s 
art “reads” today when compared to art that has been 
constructed inside a more conscious painterly and 
aesthetic tradition. 


Myrna Kostash, Canadian writer and journalist from 
Edmonton looked at Stryjek’s art from the perspective 
of its relationship to the Christian discourse on 
sainthood. Stryjek’s artistic vision to a great degree 
Originates in the iconographic tradition of Greek 
Catholicism. Kostash discussed the Stryjek’s portraits 
— how their icon-like effects contribute to the 
construction of “collective memory” of believers (not 
necessarily just Christians), and how they make 
associations among shared memories in their viewers 
— and how the “magic realism” of Stryjek’s 
landscapes points to a shared dream time, as observed 
by Peter Millard. 

Dr. Robert B. Klymasz, Curator Emeritus of 
Folklife, Canadian Museum of Civilization, Hull, 
Quebec, discussed Stryjek’s work from a comparative 
point of view, placing his work in the context of 
Ukrainian Canadian artistic production. The main 
feature that distinguishes the artist’s output from that 
of most of his contemporaries, claimed Dr. Klymasz 
(as for example, from William Kurelek and Molly 
Lenhardt), is the absence of prairie (as paysage and/ 
or community). Instead, Stryjek liked to focus on 
faraway places, the individual persona, and the exotica 
of flora and fauna. Hence, in some important respects. 
Stryjek’s position is that of an outsider and a loner 
and this unigeness was the focus of Dr. Klymasz’s 
presentation. 

Natalia Shostak’s approach to the art and life of 
Dmytro Stryjek was anthropological. Stryjek’s life had 
been unfolding against the background of dramatic 
historical events of the 20th century as well as it was 
subjected to historical developments in the Canadian 
West. In the context of these histories Stryjek 
developed his own creative way of coming to terms 
with issues of nostalgia, memory of the "014 country’, 
his own spirituality as a Christian, and his own self. 
As a result, these issues surfaced in his art, 
externalizing his inner world, exposing his unresolved 
concerns, and revealing great talent of expression 
Stryjek possessed. Dr. Shostak, professor of 
Anthropology at the U of S, also a Symposium 
Coordinator, explored these issues in her presentation. 

Norman Zepp, art consultant, critic and writer from 
Saskatoon analyzed the unique and productive 
relationship between the artist and his long-time 
protEgE and supporter Peter Millard, former chair of 
the English department of the University of 
Saskatchewan. This relationship, maintained Zepp, in 
many ways 

Theresa Zolner looked at the lifestory of Dmytro 
encouraged and furthered the development of 
Stryjek’s creativity and artistic expression. When 
considered autonomously, Stryjek’s art and life seem 
simple and primitive, however, maintained Dr. Zolner, 
Stryjek’s story is one of both exploration and 
acceptance, pulled by tensions between Ukrainian 
tradition, personal vision, and acculturation in new 
landscapes — the landscape of Canada but also the 
landscape of the urban artistic world.s 


Polish minorities dislike census ethnicity question 


(RFE/RL)—Recently, Interior Minister Krzysztof 
Janik appealed to representatives of Poland’s ethnic mi- 
погійез not to be afraid to declare their ethnic origin 
(narodowosc) in the general census that is to take place 
from May 21 to June 8. “Do not be afraid of the census. 
This census and its results will allow [the government] 
to create a special database on minorities. It will be a 
basis for the government, and it will make it possible to 
work out an appropriate position for negotiations with 
the European Union regarding the protection of ethnic 
minorities. It will also serve as a basis for talks between 
the government and local self-governments in order to 
conduct a consistent policy toward the minorities,” PAP 
quoted Janik as saying. 

Janik’s appeal addressed the recently expressed fears 
by minority organization activists in Poland that the 
question about ethnicity in the census may only cause 
problems for those declaring a different ethnic origin 
than the Polish one. According to Myron Kertyczak of 
the Union of Ukrainians in Poland, Polish Ukrainians 
prefer not to disclose their ethnic identity because they 
are afraid of resulting consequences in the office or at 
school. “Minorities feel that they are treated unequally, 
therefore we have objections to the question about 
ethnicity,” Kertyczak said. 

Senator Henryk Kroll, who represents the German mi- 
nority in Poland’s upper chamber, pointed to an example 


of inequality in the census itself: “The census is un- 
equal in its foundation. When a Pole declares the Pol- 
ish ethnicity, he does not have to answer further ques- 
tions. When he declares a different ethnicity, he has to 
answer additional questions; for example, about the 
language he uses at home.” 

Jan Syczewski, the chairman of the Belarusian So- 
cial-Cultural Association, cast doubt on the reliability 
of data on national minorities that will be obtained in 
the census: “We have conducted a poll in a school in 
which we knew all students were of Belarusian ori- 
gin. The results of the poll showed that only one-fourth 
of the students declared their Belarusian roots. If the 
general census shows that there is no Belarusian mi- 
nority in Poland, will it really be so?” 

The Association of Roma in Poland and the Union 
of Polish Tatars also spoke against the question about 
ethnicity in the general census. “People are afraid. 
There are still many anxieties and prejudices, prima- 
rily among older people. They still gemember their 
postwar experiences. So the census may not provide 
actual data,” Union of Polish Tatars leader Selim 
Chazbijewicz noted. 

It is estimated that some 2 percent of Poland’s popu- 
lation — or around 1 million people — belong to eth- 
nic minorities. The largest minority groups are Ger- 
mans, Ukrainians, and Belarusians. 
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Autocephalous Orthodox 
Archbishop visits Lviv region 


(RISU.org.ua)—Archbishop Шог Isichenko of Kharkiv and Poltava of 
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church (UAOC) visited the Lviv 
Region Feb. 23-25. Archbishop Thor, who is the head of the patriarchal 
administration of the UAOC, came to commemorate Patriarch Dymytrii 
as well as to discuss issues of theological education in Ukraine and rela- 
tionships between Orthodox churches. 

On Feb. 23, Archbishop Thor visited the theological seminary of the 
UAOC.and met with Father Vasyl Lutsyshyn, rector, and Fr. Yevhen 
Tolochkevych, seminary prefect. 

Archbishop Шог delivered a lecture for students, entitled “The Eastern 
Monastic Experience in the Ukrainian Ascetic Tradition.” He also answered 
a number of questions concerning current tendencies in Ukrainian and 
world Orthodoxy and the prospects for a renewal of monastic life in the 
UAOC 

During his visit to the Lviv Theological Academy, Archbishop thor met 
with Father Borys Gudziak, rector, Myroslav Marynovych, director of the 
Institute of Religion and Society, and members of the LTA administration. 
They exchanged opinions concerning the prospects for theological edu- 
cation in Ukraine and legal constraints that exist in the field. 

Since 1994, the LTA and Patriarch Mstyslav College in Kharkiv have 
closely cooperated in the sphere of education. Archbishop Шог and Fr. 
Gudziak discussed the possibility of broadening academic contacts be- 
tween the two institutions. 

On Feb. 24 2002 Archbishop Шог visited the UGCC Catechetical Insti- 
tute in Drohobych, where he delivered a lecture for students entitled, “The 
East-West Paradigm in the Past and Future of the Ukrainian Church.” In 
his lecture, the archbishop traced the role of the church of Constantinople 
and other ancient Eastern Churches in the formation of Ukrainian Chris- 
tian culture. He demonstrated that returning to Byzantine tradition is a 
crucial factor in eradicating separatist tendencies in the development of 
modern churches of the Eastern rite in Ukraine. 

On Feb. 25 Archbishop Ihor and Archbishop Makarii of Lviv served a 
memorial Liturgy in the church of Sts. Peter and Paul in Lviv to com- 
memorate the second anniversary of Patriarch Dymytrii’s death. 

Later that day, Archbishop Шог had a meeting with Vira Markovych, 
head of the all-Ukrainian Brotherhood of St. Andrew the Apostle, and 
members of the Great Council of the brotherhood’s branch in Lviv. The 
archbishop spoke about problems faced by Orthodox churches in the world. 
He also pointed out the tremendous spiritual potential of Orthodoxy, em- 
phasizing the role of secular organizations in spreading and popularizing 
it throughout the world. The archbishop stressed the necessity to continue 
persistently the process of establishing a single national Orthodox church, 
following the advice of the Patriarch of Constantinople. He also indicated 
that the possible threat of conflicts between bishops, instigated by certain 
people, still exists. Concerning this, Archbishop Ihor confirmed that his 
patriarchate had adopted a firm position of not struggling for influence 
among the churches. “It would be destructive to halt the process of inte- 
grating the UAOC into a single national church. Doing so would simply 
leave us with a self-proclaimed autocephaly, locked in internal conflicts,” 
Archbishop Ihor said. 

Concerning the pre-election campaign, the archbishop referred to the 
Synod of Bishops, which banned priests from running for parliament with- 
out authorization and prohibited propaganda in the church. 
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Airline downing compensation announced 
(RFE/RL)—Aleksei Sazonoy, a counselor at the Russian Embassy in 
Ukraine, told journalists on Feb. 26 that the family of each person who 
died when a Russian Tu-154 passenger plane was downed on Oct. 4, 2001 
by a Ukrainian S-200 missile over the Black Sea will receive at least 
US$10,000 in compensation from Ukraine, RIA-Novosti reported. Ac- 
cording to Sazonov, the agreement to this effect was reached when Rus- 
sian Security Council Secretary Vladimir Rushailo met with Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma. 


Our Ukraine charges foul play 

(RFE/RL)—The Our Ukraine election bloc in its campaign spot on Ukrai- 
nian Television on March 4 accused the authorities of turning the election 
“into a soccer match with only one goal.” The bloc said only pro-govern- 
ment forces can campaign unhindered and have unrestricted access to the 
media. Our Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko said in the spot that Ukraine 
is now experiencing “a crisis of power,” adding that the authorities’ sup- 
port for the For a United Ukraine bloc in the campaign discredits them 
and “makes people despise them.” 


Chernomyrdin wades in 

(RFE/RL)—Russian Ambassador to Ukraine Viktor Chernomyrdin on 
March 5 said the “massive” visits of Western politicians to Ukraine ahead 
of the March 31 parliamentary ballot are a “humiliation and insult” to the 
country, Interfax reported. “They have suddenly fallen in love with Ukraine, 
they have wanted transparency [in the election], and, especially, they have 
felt an urgent need for a strong Ukraine. As my grandson says, I am ‘crack- 
ing up’ from such pronouncements,” Chernomyrdin said, referring to un- 
specified Western politicians. 


Tymoshenko youth office ransacked 

(Eastern Economist)—The youth electoral headquarters of the Yulia 
Tymoshenko Bloc was ransacked and office equipment was destroyed, 
said bloc representative Oleksandr Turchynov, Feb. 27. He said the elec- 
toral headquarters of Verkhovna Rada candidate Oles Doniy was also ran- 
sacked. A database, computers and office equipment were stolen. 


Tymoshenko says Kuchma may run again 

(Eastern Economist)—BYT electoral bloc leader Yuliya Tymoshenko says 
she is convinced that President Leonid Kuchma will run for the third term 
if pro-presidential forces win the parliamentary elections. Kuchma has 
repeatedly stated that he would not run for a third presidential term, as 
doing so is forbidden by the Constitution. 


Poll shows NATO support growing 

(Eastern Economist)—According to a recent poll by the Razumkov Cen- 
ter for Economic and Political Studies, 50.7% of Ukrainians support 
Ukraine’s accession to NATO. Almost a third of these feel the country 
should join now, while the rest do believe joining the bloc will become 
possible in the future. These results show that the general feeling towards 
NATO has become more positive over the last several months. 


Serpent’s Island added to oblast 

(RFE/RL)—Serpent’s Island (Zmiyinyy Ostriv) in the Black Sea has offi- 
cially become part of Kyliyskyy District of Odesa Oblast, Ukrainian Tele- 
vision reported on Feb. 23. Kyiv and Bucharest have long been in dispute 
over this rocky islet and over how to divide the oil- and gas-bearing con- 
tinental shelf around it. The report added that Ukraine has built and in- 
stalled some “necessary facilities” on the islet, including a post office and 
a payphone. 


Chornobyl a tourist site? 

(Eastern Economist)—The Emergency Ministry is discussing a proposal 
from the UN to establish a tourist zone in Chornobyl. A UN report found 
that many interesting types of flora and fauna had appeared in the 
Chornobyl] zone. Despite the fact that radiation levels remained high, UN 
experts said they felt it would be possible to accommodate tourists. Funds 
collected from this “extreme tourism” would be spent on medical treat- 
ment for 200,000 victims of the Срогпобу! AES disaster. 


Ukraine won’t break ties with Iran, Iraq 
(RFE/RL)—Foreign Ministry spokesman thor Dolhov said on Feb. 19 
that Ukraine’s foreign policy with regard to Iran and Iraq remains un- 
changed despite U.S. President George W. Bush’s description of these 
countries and North Korea as an “axis of evil,” UNIAN reported. Accord- 
ing to Dolhov, Ukraine fully supports the European leaders’ position that 
“no country should dictate its policy to others and act unilaterally.” 


Kuchma raises military pay 

(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma has signed a decree to increase 
wages for Ukrainian senior officers by 50 percent and to lower-rank ser- 
vicemen by 100 percent as of Jan. 1 2003, Interfax reported. By virtue of 
another decree, Kuchma ordered the government to submit a bill to the 
parliament proposing to reduce compulsory military service in Ukraine to 
12 months as of 2005. 


Supreme Court reinstalls environmental bloc 
(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Supreme Court on Feb. 28 ruled that the decision 
of the Central Election Commission on the annulment of the registration 
of the Rayduha (Rainbow) environmental bloc was illegitimate, Interfax 
reported. There are currently 33 parties and blocs on the ballot in the 
country’s parliamentary elections scheduled for March 31. 
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Has Hrach made Crimea 


hostage to his 


(RFE/RL)—On Feb. 25, a district court in Simferopol 
made a sensational ruling, canceling the registration of 
Crimean Supreme Council Chairman Leonid Hrach, the 
leader of the Crimean branch of the Communist Party 
of Ukraine, as a candidate in the March 31 elections to 
the Crimean autonomous legislature. The court con- 
curred with a complaint filed by the proxy of a candi- 
date running in the same constituency with Hrach in 
Simferopol that Hrach had misinformed the election 
commission about his income and possessions, failed to 
suspend his activity in the post of Crimean speaker for 
the duration of the election campaign period, and failed 
to file his registration documents to a district election 
commission in person, as is required by the law on the 
election to the Crimean Supreme Council. 

Judging by Hrach’s reaction in subsequent days, the 
court decision was a shock for him as well as for Crimean 
Communists, who have launched a continuing protest 
action on Simferopol’s central square, where they have 
pitched a tent camp. Addressing a crowd of more than 
1,000 supporters in Simferopol on Feb. 27, Hrach un- 
ambiguously suggested that he will appeal to Crimean 
residents to boycott the March 31 legislative election if 
he is not reinstated as a candidate. “The election in 
Crimea will take place only if Hrach and his bloc par- 
ticipate in it as candidates,” he said. Hrach leads the 
Crimean Bloc of Leonid Hrach, which is vying for seats 
in the 100-member Crimean legislature against a bloc 
led by former Crimean Premier Serhiy Kunitsyn. 

At the same rally on Feb. 27, Hrach also suggested 
the possibility of holding a referendum in Crimea to 
accede to the Russian Federation. “We reserve for our- 
selves the right to speak about a referendum in Crimea. 
For the time being, it is too early to speak about it,” 
UNIAN quoted Hrach as saying. And Interfax quoted 
him as saying that, “if Kyiv and its vassals continue what 
they are doing by bringing unprecedented political and 
legal pressure to bear on us, we will reserve the right, in 
particular, to speak of a referendum.” Hrach subse- 
quently backtracked on these statements, saying in the 
Kyiv-based “Segodnya” on March 1 that he only had in 
mind that the idea of a referendum “is again ferment- 
ing” on the peninsula. “If the situation gets out of con- 
trol, other forces may hold a referendum on this issue in 
Crimea. But I am against holding it,” Hrach explained 
to “Segodnya.” 

To add insult to injury to “Kyiv and its vassals,” Hrach 
declared that he intends to run in Ukraine’s presidential 
election in 2004. “Let them fear me,” he told the Feb. 
27 rally in Simferopol. This declaration provoked a slew 
of ironic remarks in Ukrainian media accompanied by 
calls on Hrach to explain whether he wants to run as a 
Crimean, Ukrainian, or Russian politician. But Hrach’s 
pronouncements about the referendum were treated quite 
differently. 

“Arach should understand that, apart from political 
slogans, there is responsibility - not only political — for 
calls beyond the limits of current legislation,” presiden- 
tial administration chief Volodymyr Lytvyn commented 
on Hrach’s pronouncements. “The call for support to a 
foreign state [and] allusions to a referendum are inad- 
missible from the viewpoint of political behavior, and 
they border on the area covered by the Criminal Code,” 
National Security and Defense Council Secretary Yevhen 
Marchuk told journalists on March 1. However, nobody 
has formally accused Hrach of attempting to undermine 
Ukraine’s state system. 

It is unclear for the time being how the case of Hrach 
will be resolved. Hrach has reportedly appealed against 
the annulment of his registration in Crimea with 
Ukraine’s Supreme Court, but the court’s reaction to this 
move is not known. Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma 
has made only one comment, saying that the situation 
around Hrach is a consequence of the imperfection of 
the judicial system in Crimea. According to Kuchma, a 
district court should not be the last instance in cases in- 
volving the registration of electoral candidates. Kuchma 
added, however, that such a judiciary system was in- 
Stalled in Crimea “on purpose.” 

Some Ukrainian commentators believe that Kuchma 
wants to end the long-lasting standoff in Crimea between 


election bid? 


Hrach and Kunitsyn by eliminating Hrach from 
Crimean politics. The others argue, however, that 
Hrach may cause more problems by trying to under- 
mine the election on the peninsula than by participat- 
ing in it. They argue that even if Hrach fails to orga- 
nize a general boycott of the election in the autono- 
mous republic, he is quite capable or invalidating it in 
some constituencies, including the one in which he 
was registered as a candidate. And this means that he 
might be able to reregister in order to run in a repeat 
election. 

Hrach’s political clout in Crimea was clearly dem- 
onstrated on Feb. 26, when the Crimean Election Com- 
mission canceled the registration of 30 candidates from 
two blocs opposing Hrach’s - the Kunitsyn Team and 
the Transparent Government Civic Committee. This 
step was generally perceived as revenge for Hrach’s 
ouster from the race. True, two days later the com- 
mission backpedaled on its decision by saying that 
two of its members “withdrew” their votes, thus mak- 
ing the decision on the annulment illegitimate because 
of lack of a quorum. However, the commission prom- 
ised to gather at some later time to decide once again 
on whether to oust the 30 candidates from the elec- 
tion. 

The current situation in Crimea is especially tricky 
for Kyiv in view of the involvement of some Russian 
politicians in the controversy around Hrach. A group 
of prominent Russian political leaders — Sergei Shoigu, 
Yurii Luzhkov, Gennadii Zyuganov, Boris Nemtsov, 
and Gennadii Ваїкоу - appealed to Kuchma to “re- 
store justice” with regard to Hrach by giving him the 
Opportunity to take part in the upcoming election. “The 
removal from the electoral campaign under invented 
pretexts of Leonid Hrach, the chairman of the Supreme 
Council of the Republic [of Crimea], is evidence of 
the activation of the forces that intend to undermine 
the relations between Ukraine and Russia,” they wrote 
in the appeal. Some Ukrainian politicians have already 
termed this appeal as interference in Ukrainian inter- 
nal affairs. 

If Kuchma steps into the Hrach case and takes his 
side, he will surely be accused of giving way to “Mos- 
cow pressure,” let alone of interfering with the realm 
reserved for the judiciary. On the other hand, if the 
court upholds the annulment of Hrach’s registration 
in Crimea, this will in no way mean the end to all 
trouble. Hrach remains No. 14- ап indisputably win- 
ning position — on the list of the Communist Part of 
Ukraine in the election to the Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv. 
In the 1998 election, Hrach was elected a deputy to 
both the Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv and the Supreme 
Council in Simferopol. He chose Simferopol, where 
he was awarded the post of speaker by his comrades 
in the autonomous legislature. In Kyiv he cannot count 
on the top parliamentary post, but he may find a niche 
there to remain in the public spotlight long enough to 
give Kuchma a major and protracted headache. 


Court dismisses Hrach’s complaint 


(RFE/RL)—The Central District Court in 
Simferopol has rejected the complaint of Crimean 
speaker Leonid Hrach against its decision of Feb. 25 
to annul his registration as a candidate for a seat in the 
Crimean legislature, UNIAN reported. 

Hrach originally filed his complaint with Ukraine’s 
Supreme Court, which subsequently returned it to 
Simferopol with a remark that the complaint should 
be filed through the court of the fist instance; that is, 
the Central District Court. 

However, Judge Oleksandr Opanasyuk from the 
Central District Court dismissed Hrach’s complaint, 
saying that the Feb. 25 decision on ousting Hrach from 
the election race was final and not subject to appeal. 

Hrach’s supporters have pitched 15 tents on 
Simferopol’s Lenin Square to protest his ouster from 
the election. An organization called the League of Of- 
ficers of Crimea have pitched eight tents on the same 
square in protest against the protest of Hrach’s sup- 
porters. 


Another opposition activist attacked 


(RFE/RL)—Lawmaker Valentyn Zubov, the head of 
the opposition Fatherland Party’s regional branch in 
Donetsk, was attacked in Slovyansk, Donetsk Oblast, 
on March 2, UNIAN reported. 

The attack took place at the town’s railway station in 
front of a wagon of the Kyiv-Luhansk train just as Zubov 
was receiving a parcel containing the plan and route for 


Fatherland Party leader Yuliya Tymoshenko’s tour of 
the region planned for 5-6 March. 

The attackers were three athletically built men who 
knocked Zubov over, beat him, and snatched the par- 
cel from his hands. Zubov views the attack as designed 
to acquire information about'the tour in order to dis- 
rupt Tymoshenko’s visit to Donetsk Oblast. 
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U.S. says it has no proof of 
Ukraine’s arms sale to Taliban 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
for European and Eurasian Affairs Steven Pifer stated at 
anews conference in Kyiv that his country does not pos- 
sess any information which would confirm that Ukraine 
supplied arms to Afghanistan, Ukrainian television and 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian service reported on Feb. 24. 

“On the contrary, mutual understanding between our 
countries exists on the inadmissibility of supplying 
weapons of mass destruction, especially to Iran, Iraq, 
and Libya,” he said. Charges that Ukraine might have 
sold arms to the Taliban were raised in Moscow by a 
member of the Russian State Duma, Viktor Ilyukhin, on 
Dec. 10 and repeated in an article in the German maga- 
zine “Der Spiegel.” 

Referring to information he claimed to have gotten 
from the Defense Ministry and the Russian secret ser- 


vices, Ilyukhin said Ukraine supplied over 200 tanks, 
200 armored personnel carriers, and 30 light planes to 
Afghanistan via dummy companies in 1999. 

“Der Spiegel” cited Russian experts and Myukhin 
as Saying that former Ukrainian security service chief 
Leonid Derkach and his son Andriy, a parliament mem- 
ber, were involved in selling arms to Afghanistan’s 
former Taliban regime. 

The report also said Ukrainian-Israeli tycoon Vadym 
Rabinovich took part in the deals, which delivered be- 
tween 150 and 200 T-55 and T-62 tanks with the aid 
of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence agency. 

Rabinovich was mentioned as an arms trader in com- 
munications between Taliban commanders intercepted 
by Russian troops on Tajikistan’s border with Afghani- 
stan in 1995, “Der Spiegel” reported. 


Socialist ads featuring Kuchma’s 
obscenities create controversy 


(RFE/RL/Ukrayinska Pravda)—The leaders of six par- 
ties and election blocs — the People’s Movement of 
Ukraine (Boyko bloc), the New Force Party, the Unity 
Bloc, the All-Ukrainian Party of Workers, the Popular 
Party of Depositors and Social Protection, and the Demo- 
cratic Party and the Democratic Union Party Bloc — have 
appealed to the Central Election Commission to annul 
the registration of Socialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz 
as a parliamentary election candidate, the “Ukrayinska 
pravda” website and UNIAN reported on Feb. 28. 

The parties say Moroz baselessly accused “a number 
of officials of committing grave crimes, abuse of office, 
and other offenses” in a Socialist Party campaign spot 
on Ukrainian Television on Feb. 21. 

The spot featured former presidential bodyguard 
Mykola Melnychenko and included excerpts of 
Melnychenko’s tapes in which a voice resembling that 
of President Leonid Kuchma is heard using foul lan- 
guage and allegedly conspiring to get rid of journalist 
Heorhiy Gongadze. 

Earlier, former presidential adviser Ihor Storozhuk, 
the head of the Ukrainian National Television Company, 
advised parliamentary election candidates against “re- 
sorting to foul language, trading insults, and making 


groundless allegations” in state-sponsored election 
broadcasts that the company is obliged to carry under 
the election law, Ukrainian Television reported. 

But, in a statement issued March 4, Yuliya 
Tymoshenko’s party, Fatherland, expressed indigna- 
tion over the attempts to bloc the Socialist Party’s reg- 
istration over the ads 

“Tn our belief, Olexandr Moroz was quite right. He 
used the opportunity provided by the electoral legis- 
lation, and, for the first time, broke through the infor- 
mation blockade... to show the citizens, what kind of 
people are in power in Ukraine today”, reads the 
Tymoshenko party statement. 

“Tt is Kuchma, Lytvyn, Kravchenko, Derkach, and 
others, instead of Moroz, that should be ashamed for 
giving orders for the kidnapping and assassination of 
Opposition politicians, journalists, human rights ac- 
tivists, and who cannot connect two words together 
without using harsh language.” 

Fatherland “advised” the CEC to “pay more atten- 
tion to.the actions of the ruling powers and the pro- 
presidential parties, whose infringements of electoral 
legislation has gone far beyond the reasonable lim- 
Hi 


Cardinal Husar voices concern over campaign 


(RISU.org.ua)—Cardinal 
Lubomyr Husar, head of the Ukrai- 
nian Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC), addressed the citizens of 
Ukraine on Feb. 22 concerning the 
abuse of church influence on soci- 
ety during the election campaign. 
The text of the letter follows. 

“Dear Fellow Citizens, 

“In the heat of the election cam- 
paign, we oftentimes witness situa- 
tions in which candidates want to 
create the impression as though they 
possessed the special blessing or 
support of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church. Such information 
can be found in printed matter, po- 
litical advertisements and even in 


proposals to donate large sums of 
money to the church. This phenom- 
enon confuses the population and 
naturally raises questions about the 
credibility of such statements. 

“The Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church does not nominate candi- 
dates or give any special blessing 
to any participants in the election 
campaign. 

“The religious convictions of the 
candidates for national deputy are 
undoubtedly very important for as- 
sessing their reliability. However, it 
is not prudent to make assessments 
based on one-time actions, no mat- 
ter how showy or even objectively 
beneficial they may be to the 


church. First and foremost, voters 
should try to recall how often they 
have seen candidates at church ser- 
vices over the past few years, 
whether the latter received the holy 
sacraments and in what spirit their 
children are raised. 

“Esteemed compatriots, I would 
again like to draw your attention to 
the fact that we should prepare for 
elections, a very significant event in 
the life of our nation, with prayer, 
asking God’s help to make a right 
decision and to have the courage to 
follow the voices of our consciences. 
Let us not forget about the candi- 
dates, either: let us pray that with 
God’s help they will conduct them- 
selves honestly.” 


PACE official appalled by 
election campaign 


(RFE/RL)—Summing up her visit to Ukraine, Hanne Severinsen, the 
head of a monitoring mission of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe (PACE), told journalists in Kyiv on March 1 that the parlia- 
mentary election campaign has been marred by fear, harassment, and in- 
timidation, Reuters reported. 

“Sixty percent of local electoral committees are controlled by pro-presi- 
dential parties... And [we are] very сопсегпей over repeated statements 
about the misuse of power resulting from illegal usage of administrative 
resources by pro-presidential forces, particularly in the regions,” 
Severinsen noted. 

“There is absolutely no political dialogue, there is just fear,” she added. 

However, Severinsen also said the current campaign is more demo- 
cratic than the 1999 presidential election, adding that candidates now have 


more freedom to declare their views and protest violations in courts. 
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Ukrainian arms exports 
chief killed in car crash 


(BBC Monitoring Service/ITAR-TASS)—Director-general of the 
Ukrspetseksport company Valeriy Malyev was killed іп a car crash, March 
6. The police directorate of Poltava Region, where the accident happened, 
has reported that he fell asleep at the wheel of his Audi. The details are 
still being ascertained. 

Sixty-three-year-old Malyev had headed the Ukrainian state company 
for the exports and imports of military and special-purpose products and 
services since April 1998. In 1995-97 he had been the head of the Ukrai- 
nian Ministry of Machine Building, the Military Industrial Complex and 
Conversion; in 1997-98, a adviser to the president of Ukraine, and since 
1996, а member of the Ukrainian National security and Defense Council. 


Omelchenko holds Kyiv 
fort against oligarchs? 


(Ukrayinska Pravda/UNIAN)—” We shall never surrender our capital 
to oligarchs,” the leader of electoral bloc Unity, Kyiv mayor Olexandr 
Omelchenko said at a March 2 meeting with voters in Ivano-Frankivsk. 

“The second revolution in Kyiv failed, and they won’t dare of a third 
one. “They are incapable of a coup,” he said. 

Omelchenko called Ivano-Frankivsk residents to vote for patriots, na- 
tional democrats who “are not shy of the word nationalism, which is the 
highest recognition of people”, instead of “oligarchs, corruptioners, the 
mob”. 

He added there are many “untouchable MPs, who are afraid to leave 
the country [not to be arrested],” and who go on elections “to protect not 
interests of the people, but the property they have plundered”. 

Omelchenko said that they should “expatriate these billions from abroad 
back to the people of Ukraine, repent, deposit their money in the National 
bank, leaving a little to themselves to live on in the old age, then we may 
forgive them.” 


Socialists campaign to change system 


(RFE/RL)—Socialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz said in an election 
spot on Ukrainian Television on Feb. 21 that the main point of his party’s 
election program is to change “the whole system of unfair government.” 

Moroz noted that the authorities — including President Kuchma, presi- 
dential administration chief Volodymyr Lytvyn, and Prosecutor-General 
Mykhaylo Potebenko — are afraid that “the truth about themselves” will 
be revealed on the secret tapes of former presidential bodyguard Mykola 
Melnychenko. 

Moroz accused the Communist Party, which placed Potebenko on its 
election list, of “playing the game directed by Kuchma.” 

Melnychenko, who also appeared in the spot, said a recent U.S. expert 
examination confirmed that his tapes were not doctored. 

“Now the question is who must be held liable and when for the murder 
of a journalist, embezzlement, bribery, rigging the presidential election, 
and the April [2000] referendum. 

“The materials that I recorded in Leonid Kuchma’s office contain an- 
swers to all these questions,” Melnychenko said. 


Washington calls for fair election 


(RFE/RL)—USS. National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice said іп а 
live television link between Washington and Kyiv on March 4 that the 
United States is watching Ukraine’s election campaign very carefully in 
order to assess “whether Ukraine will show in a clear way that it is ready 
to be amember of the international community of democratic states,” 1+1 
Television reported. 

Rice suggested that the further improvement of U.S.-Ukrainian rela- 
tions is dependent on whether the election will be fair and democratic. 

Rice also rejected a Ukrainian journalist’s suggestion that Washington 
is trying to influence the Ukrainian election campaign in an effort to place 
pro-U.S. politicians in government. 

In answer to a question about a possible meeting between U.S. Presi- 
dent George W. Bush and Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma, Rice said 
such a possibility will be considered by Washington after the election, 
provided that “there is an opportunity to move the U.S.-Ukrainian rela- 
tions forward.”’Rice also said the U.S. is interested in seeing the comple- 
tion of the investigation into journalist Heorhiy Gongadze’s murder, add- 
ing that a team of FBI experts will arrive in Ukraine in April to assist the 
investigation. 
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Olympic gold 
medallist proud of her 
Ukrainian heritage 


Cont. from P. 1 

Games. The injury did not require surgery, so Shewchuk 
quickly returned to the ice. Since she had taken the year off 
from Harvard to train with the Canadian team, Shewchuk 
spent the rest of her hiatus playing on a men’s team. She says 
that during the Olympic gold medal match, she was asleep at 
home. 

At the 2001 World Championships, Shewchuk scored a 
crucial goal to help Canada clinch its seventh consecutive 
world title and remain 35-0 in World Championships play. In 
the second period of the title game, she gave Canada a 2-1 
lead over the United States at 9:45 on a pass from Kelly 
Bechard. Canada went on to win the game 3-2. 

Two weeks before the 2001 World Championships, 
Shewchuk took part in the inaugural NCAA women’s hockey 
championships. Her third-ranked Harvard team lost to even- 
tual champion University of Minnesota-Duluth, 6-3, in the 
semifinals despite three goals by right wing Shewchuk and 
her linemate, Jennifer Botterill. She and Botterill were the 
nation’s top collegiate scoring duo, totaling 131 regular-sea- 
son points. They also were finalists for the 2001 Patty 
Kazmaier Memorial Award, which Botterill won. 

Shewchuk graduated from Harvard in June 2001. During 
her four-year Crimson career, she scored 308 points. She did 
not receive a free ride, however — Harvard doesn’t offer ath- 
letic scholarships. Her other Harvard teammates have included 
1998 Olympic champions A.J. Mleczko and Angela Ruggiero 
of the United States. 

Right now, she’s looking for a job. Shewchuk plans to go 
into journalism as a sports broadcaster, or maybe into coach- 
ing. 

Her grandmother died when Tammy was 12, and her grand- 
father died 11 years later at 95. Shewchuk attended his fu- 
neral two days before the start of the NCAA women’s “Fro- 
zen Four.” Even now, she says, when she calls home, she 
expects to hear his voice. 

She says they were both initially dubious about her play- 
ing hockey, but accepted it once she began and attended the 
games. 

“They couldn’t attend the Olympics, but I’m sure they were 
watching me.” 
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Pavlysh wins gold 

(UkrNews)—Ukraine’s Vita Pavlysh won gold in the 
Women’s shot put event with a distance of 19.76 metres at 
the European Indoor Athletics Championships held in Vienna, 
March 2. Anatoliy Dovhal took the bronze in the men’s 60- 
metre race. 


Pozdnyakova second 


Tayan Pozdnyakova was the second woman across the line, 
finishing in 2:30:26 at the L.A. Marathon, March 5. The 46- 
year-old Ukrainian was followed by Anna Pichrtova of the 
Czech Republic at 2:33:25. Russia’s Lyubov Denisova won 
the women’s division in a personal best of 2:28:49. 


Kuchma issues sports decree 


(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma issued a 
decree creating the State committee on physical culture and 
sport, March 1. The main tasks of the committee are to par- 
ticipate in the development and realization of state policy in 
the area of physical culture and sports; develop projects, con- 
cepts and programs for developing physical culture and sport; 
provide conditions for upholding Ukrainians’ rights to physi- 
cal culture and sport; and to develop the Olympic, Paraolympic 
and sports movements. 


Біла Олімпіада завершилася 


(www.champion.com.ua)—24 лютого на олімпійському 
стадіоні в Солт-Лейк-Сіті завершилися ХІХ зимові 
Олімпійські ігри. Вже о 9:35 веч, згас олімпійський 
вогонь перших ігор нового тисячоліття, який запалає 
вже через чотири роки в італійському Турині. 

В святковій церемонії закриття взяли участь 2500 
спортсменів серед яких і українська делегація. Завер- 
шення Олімпійських Їгор розпочалося з параду олім-- 
пійців, які пройшовши коло по стадіону займали свої 
місця на трибунах. 

Після цього відбулася програма, в якій взяли участь 
відомі музичні гурти та спортовці. Наступною сценою 
закриття Їгор стало підняття прапорів 74 країн учас- 
ників змагань, та було знято олімпійський прапор, 
який несли діти представники всіх континентів, і який 
було вручено господарям наступної Олімпіади. 

A поставив офіційну крапку в найскандальнішій 
зимовій Олімпіаді Президент МОК Жак Рогте, який 
виступив з завершальною промовою. 
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Ponomariov tied for fourth after six rounds 


Ukraine’s 18-year-old chess sensation, Ruslan Ponomariov, 
who won the FIDE crown in January, was tied for fourth place 
among seven players after six rounds ot the prestigious Linares 
Grandmaster Tournament, popularly known as the Wimbledon 
of Chess, which opened in Madrid, Feb. 22. 

This is Ponomariov’s first encounter with the world’s top- 
rated players. 

Russia’s Garry Kasparov was tied with Britain’s Michael 
Adams for the lead with three points in five games as of March 
4. Next was Francisco Vallejo of Spain, 3/6; Ponomariov and 
Alexei Shirov, also of Spain, 2.5/5; Viswanathan Anand of 
India and Vasyl Ivanchuk of Ukraine, 2/5. 

The seven-player tournament is a double round-robin due 
to end on March 10. 

Ponomariov won the FIDE title by beating Ivanchuk in 
Moscow in the finals of a marathon championship that began 
as a series of two-game knockout matches with 128 players. 

Marca 4 former world champion Kasparov came close to 
beating Ponomariov of Ukraine, but settled for a draw. 

Ponomariov’s title means nothing to Kasparov, the world’s 
top-rated player, who has been ridiculing it for nearly a de- 
cade. The players’ first match ever was a seesaw one, reported 
The Associated Press. 

Kasparov emerged from the opening with a position that 
Yugoslav grandmaster Ljubomir Ljubojevic called “unhappy.” 
But Kasparov obtained counterplay and reached a rook-and- 
opposite-colored-bishop endgame in which he stood only 
slightly marginally worse. 

Ponomariov’s rook then took what Israeli master Aviv Fried- 
man called “a strange journey” to the queenside. The result 
was the exchange of pawns which left both players with passed 
pawns on opposite wings. This position was still drawn but 
now it was Kasparov who stood slightly better. 

Ponomariov declined an opportunity to trade rooks and 
force a draw. Instead, he advanced his passed pawns. Ob- 
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servers in the press room speculated that he was playing for a 


win. This nearly led to disaster. Kasparov was able to get his. 


took into Ponomariov’s position to support his pawns while 
preventing Ponomariov’s rook from assisting in stopping 
Kasparov’s pawns. 

It soon became apparent that Ponomariov’s pawn was just 
strong enough to hold the position even if he gave up his 
bishop for Kasparov’s pawn. This was most apparent from 
the expression on Kasparov’s face. He kept shaking his head 
in disgust before making his 44th move and offering a draw, 
which Ponomariov accepted. 

Feb. 27, facing Shirov, Ponomariov captured a pawn but 
had to defend very accurately in a dangerous position as his 
opponent got plenty of compensation in return with active 
piece-play; Shirov finding a clever rook sacrifice that secured 
a draw by repetition. 

Meanwhile, Kasparov couldn’t make headway in a blocked 
position against Ivanchuk and that game petered out to a draw. 

Feb. 25 Ponomariov fell victim to “Spanish Torture” as he 
succumbed in an epic seven-hour struggle against Adams. 

Ponomariov, fought hard in the Ruy Lopez opening, also 
commonly known as the Spanish Torture. But after losing a 
pawn in the middle-game, Ponomariov dug in with his trade- 
mark determination, only to finally succumb in 76 moves 
when the Englishman checkmated his king. 

The game between Alexei Shirov and Ivanchuk ended ina 
very quick draw as the two longtime friends played a peace- 
ful 13-move game. 

Feb. 23 Ponomariov outclassed Ivanchuk in a sharp game 
to win in 45 moves, in a repeat of the FIDE World Champi- 
onship. 


Ukraine takes three medals at diving Grand Prix 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine won three medals at a FINA Grand 
Prix diving competition held in Rostock, Germany, March 1-2. 

Hanna Sorokina won a silver in the Women’s 3-metre 
springboard with 301.53 points. Ditte Kotzian of Germany 
won the gold with a score of 308.01, while Jane Smith of 
Great Britain took the bronze with 295.47. 

Sorokina’s teammate Olena Zhupina was fifth with 
291.84.Zhupina won a bronze medal in the Women’s 10-metre 
platform with 325.38 points. Na Li of China won the gold 
with 342.33 and Emilie Heymans of Canada the silver with 
330.84. 


Sorokina апа Zhupina just missed out on repeating their 
Sydney Olympic result and winning a bronze medal in the 
Women;s 3-metre synchronized dive. 

They finished fourth to Heike Fischer and Silvia Golle 
Germany, Ditte Kotzian and Conny Schmalfuss of Germany 
and Tania Cagnotto and Maria Marconi of Italy. Among the 
men, Roman Volodkov and Anton Zakharov won the silver 
in the 10-metre synchronized. 

Peter Waterfield and Leon Taylor of Great Britain took the 
gold, while Jan Hempel and Heiko Meyer of Germany won 
the bronze. 


Українських Ta російських лижниць дискваліфікували 


(www.champion.com.ua)—Y жіночій естафеті в 
лижних гонках 4х5 км українську та російську команду 
дискваліфікували, заборонивши спортовцям стартувати. 
Причиною такого рішення стала наявність в крові 
українки Ірини Терелі та росіянки Лариси Лазутіної 
підвищеної норми гемоглобіну. 

В відділі Держкомпспорту України з зимових видів 
спорту, у коментарі для Champion.com.ua відзначили, 
що підвищена норма гемоглобіну в крові спортовця 
може бути навіть природньо, якщо враховувати і той 
факт що змагання проходили в горах, то ймовірність 
цього збільшується. Поки ж офіційного рішення від 
української делегації на Олімпіаді, окрім здивування 
та Деяких коментарів немає. 

В той же час, про те що Тереля не може взяти 
участі в гонці українцям було повідомлено за 30 
хвилин до старту, і за словами Президента НОК Ук- 
раїни Ївана Федоренка, який взяв участь в прес- 
конференції з російським колегами присвяченій скан-- 
далу, збірна України була готова знайти заміну диск- 
валіфікованій лижниці, однак не були своєчасно попе-- 
реджені про те, що трапилося, а в останні хвилини 
не виявилося на місці людини, яка відповідає у орга- 
нізаторів за оформлення заміни. Однакова ситуація 
склалася і в російській команді. 

До того ж, як сказав голова НОК, на інформаційному 
табло вказувалося, що українська збірна стартує, а в 
протоколі було записано, що не бере участі в змаганнях. 
Також Федоренко закликав до справедливості 
організаторів змагань і попросив хоч би не приховувати 
правду від вболівальників: якщо зняли зі змагань, так 
і треба писати. 

Проте найгостріше події розгортаються навколо диск- 
валіфікації в лижній естафеті, у стані російської ко- 
манди, через те що саме збірна Росії була головним 
претендентом на "золото" в цій гонці. Так президент 
НОК Росії Леонід Тягачєв в інтерв'ю "Їнтерфаксу" 
заявив, що збірна Росії залишає за собою право поїхати 
3 Солт-Лейк-Сіті до завершення Їгор, в зв'язку з упе- 
редженим ставленням до спортсменів. "Якщо Росія 
не потрібна міжнародному Олімпійському руху, то вона 


готова організувати альтернативні Їгри", - додав він. 

Він також зазначив, що подані ним протести з 
самого початку Їгор не розглядалися по незрозумілих 
причинах. У зв'язку з ситуацією, яка склалася, він 
також зазначив, що викликає великий сумнів об'єк- 
тивність суддівства арбітрів гокейного турніру, зокрема 
майбутніх півфінальних матчів США-Росія і Канада- 
Білорусія. Перший матч буде обслуговувати канадський 
арбітр, другий - американський. Тягачєв допустив, що 
ці люди могли отримати величезні гроші, щоб судити 
матчі за помилковими правилами. 

Деякі російські політики також вже прокоментували 
скандал з дискваліфікацією декількох росіян в Солт- 
Лейк-Сіті. Багато хто погоджується з думкою, що в 
Сполучених Штатах організована навмисна травля 
російської збірної. 

Висловили свою точку зору на дискваліфікацію 
лижниць і президент Міжнародного олімпійського ко- 
мітету (МОК) Жак Рогте, який з розумінням ставиться 
до обурення Росії, але вважає, що всі суддівські рішення 
на зимовій Олімпіаді в Солт-Лейк-Сіті були "абсолютно 
правильними". Про це він заявив в листі, направленому 
21-го лютого увечері на ім'я президента Росії Владіміра 
Путіна. 

Як підкреслив в зв'язку з цим на прес-конференції 
в Солт-Лейк-Сіті генеральний директор МОК Франсуа 
Каррар, Жак Рогге знає, що "президент Росії 
стурбований" і тому ухвалив рішення "висловити свої 
власні емоції". Він написав це послання, "щоб виразити 
розуміння і повідомити, що він підтримує контакти зі 
спортивною федерацією і що рішення були абсолютно 
коректними". Також в листі президент МОК закликав 
Росію до "прояву здорового глузду і розуміння істинної 
природи змагань". 

Що ж під кінець Олімпіади українці, які не були 
помічені на п'єдесталі пошани, стали співавторами, 
можливо, найгучнішого скандалу XIX зимових Їгор в 
Солт-Лейк-Сіті в лижній естафеті. Проте в прес- 
службі НОК агентству Інтерфакс- Україна повідомили, 
що українська делегація не планує подавати офіційний 
протест в зв'язку з інцидентом. 
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Russian airliner 


(BBC Monitoring Service/ITTAR-TASS)—The batch 
production of a new model of Tu-334 airliner may be- 
gin as early as 2003, director-general of the Russian 
Aerospace Agency Rosaviakosmos Yuriy Koptev said 
at the parliamentary hearings in the State Duma on Feb. 
21. The hearings addressed the state of relations between 
Russia and Ukraine. 

Koptev recalled that this model of the airliner is be- 
ing developed jointly by Russia and Ukraine and that it 
is to be batch-produced at the Kyiv-based Aviant plant 
and at Russian enterprises. He said that at the present 
stage, joint actions have already been coordinated for 
the airliner to receive certification by the year 2003. 

The Rosaviakosmos chief referred to the Tu-334 air- 
liner model as “very much in demand” now, since the 
Yak-42 and Tu-134 models “have got into a fix” due to 
the recently-adopted noise level standards. For that rea- 
son, the Russian airliner fleet is to be renewed in full 
within a period of 2005-2010. Koptev also announced 
that the Russian side is conducting negotiations for li- 
censing the Tu-334 production abroad. 

Speaking of other Russo-Ukrainian aircraft construc- 
tion projects, Koptev said that “all the necessary deci- 


ICPS forecasts 2002 GDP slowdown, 
followed by upswing in 2003 


(Eastern Economist)—The International Centre for 
Policy Studies estimates a slow-down in the GDP growth 
rate in Ukraine from 9% in 2001 to 4.5% in 2002. 

The centre explained the slowdown would follow a 
general drop in world economies. Decrease of demand 
from Ukraine’s foreign trade partners will substantially 
hurt Ukrainian exports, mainly in the chemicals and 
metallurgy sectors. The centre estimated an accelera- 
tion of Ukraine’s economic growth in 2003 to 5.5% and 
by 6% in 2004. The experts link the 2003 and 2004 GDP 
growth to an improvement in the state of Ukraine’s for- 
eign trade partners and a rise in Ukrainians’ incomes, 
leading to an increase in domestic demand. 

At the same time, the IMF said Ukraine’s economic 
growth rates in 2002 would fall to 5% due to the world 
economic downfall. The IMF noted that Ukraine would 


Pliushch discuses energy cooperation in China 


(Eastern Economist)—Meeting in China Feb. 27, Par- 
liamentary Speaker Ivan Pliushch and Chinese leader 
Jiang Zemin held talks concentrated on cooperation in 
the fuel and energy sector, the aircraft manufacturing 
industry and the agricultural complex. 

Pliushch said Ukrainian enterprises could take part in 
supplying equipment to China for energy projects in the 
vast country’s western regions. In particular, he pointed 
out prospects for promoting the development of the oil 
and gas industry. 

Pliushch told Jiang of the advantages of a vertically- 
integrated air industry, such as that developed in Ukraine. 
He noted that this approach would help China fulfill its 
needs for passenger and cargo aircraft. 

Pliushch also highlighted the socio-economic and 
political situation in Ukraine and the country’s prepara- 


Briefly 


Ukraine, Russia to cooperate on aircraft 
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Production of new Ukrainian- 
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sions have already been made” regarding serial pro- 
duction of the An-70 airliner model in Russia on the 
basis of the Omsk aircraft-making factory. “All mu- 
tual claims have already been straightened out with 
the Ukrainian side and there remains only a minor 
question of the Defense Ministry’s debt, which is to 
be settled shortly,” Koptev pointed out. 

The Rosaviakosmos chief emphasized the great im- 
portance of the Ukrainian aircraft construction sector 
for joint projects. “Traditionally, the Ukrainian aircraft- 
building sector was very important part of the work 
conducted in the Soviet Union and it still remains one 
of the most powerful from the viewpoint of both de- 
velopment and production,” Koptev said. 

Koptev’s opinion is that full-value and full-scale 
activities either of Russia or Ukraine in space research 
and in airliner construction are impossible without fur- | ° 
ther development of the traditional contacts between 
Russia and Ukraine.SS 
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be able to maintain the development of its economy |” 
by accelerating structural reforms to improve the in- 
vestment climate for both domestic and foreign in- |" 
vestors. The Cabinet’s official estimate of GDP growth |i 
for this year is 6%, said Deputy Premier Vasyl Rohoviy |, 
adding that the government would not review its esti- |- 
mate yet. He said the difference between IFIs and gov- |; 
ernment figures was not great. | 

Rohoviy said the IMF апа Ukraine had not been |. 
able to find a common decision on the issue of VAT |: 
reimbursements to exporters. Currently this debt is Hr | . 
2.1billion. Rohoviy said the IMF offered to pay off Hr 
1.35 billion in VAT debts through issuing T-Bills, but 
that the government considered this to be an ineffec- }! 
tive route. He said this would lead to internal debt and |; 
budget deficit growth. М 


ities | 
inking ОЧТ commun 


tions for Verkkhovna Rada elections. 

Pliushch said mutual understanding was important 
for the active development of Ukrainian-Chinese re- 
lations. He said this understanding could be the base 
for deepening intergovernmental political dialog and 
business ties between the two countries. 

Zemin said China knew Ukraine as a reliable and 
predictable country. “We are two nations, the great fu- 
tures of which depend on close cooperation,” he said. 

Jiang also informed Pliushch of his negotiations with 
US President George W. Bush. 

The Ukrainian parliamentary delegation also met | ! 
with leaders of the Hainan province to discuss trade | | 
with the region. The province was granted the status 
of free province in 1988, allowing it to involve for- 
eign capital. 
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(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Antonov design bureau and the aircraft plant in 
Ulan-Ude (Russia’s Republic of Buryatia) signed an accord on Feb. 26 on 
the joint production of the An-148 passenger jet, UNIAN reported. Petro 
Balabuyev, Antonov’s chief designer, said the plane will be a highly effi- 
cient 80-seat aircraft, with a top speed of 850 kilometers per hour and a 
flying range of 2,500-14,000 kilometers. The aircraft will be equipped 
with a new version of the D-36 engine, which, according to Balabuyey, is 
the best in the world. 


Foreign trade surplus rises 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine’s foreign trade surplus in January 2002 
was estimated at US$260.73 million, up by 27.8% year-on-year, the State 
Customs Service reported on Feb. 28. In January, exports grew by 5.9% 
to Hr 1.226 billion, while imports increased by only 1.2% to $965 mil- 
lion. Ferrous metal accounted for 27.8% of exports in January. The export 
of ferrous metals commodities fell by 53.9% to $26 million. 


February deflation 1.4% 


(Eastern Economist)—Deflation in February was 1.4% and since the be- 
ginning of the year 0.4%, said Vice Premier Vasyl Rohoviy’s aide Serhiy 
Samoilenko, March 5. Non-food items dropped in price in February by 
2.1%, while foodstuffs rose by 0.1%, prices for services remained un- 
changed. 
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Strong and weak ‘parties of power’ in Russia and Ukraine 


By Nigel Pemberton 

In mid-1999 the Russian authorities were concerned that 
Our Home is Russia (NDR) only had a popularity rating of 
several percent and thus set about creating a completely new 
“party of power” — the Interregional Movement of Yedinstvo 
(Unity). In the Russian parliamentary elections on Dec. 19 
1999, Yedintsvo captured 23.3 percent of the vote and 82 seats, 
only 1 percent and eight seats fewer than the Communist Party 
(KPRF). 

The Ukrainian “party of power” — For a United Ukraine 
(ZYU) election bloc — was also created four months prior to 
the March 31 parliamentary elections. President Leonid 
Kuchma ordered all state officials from the raion level up- 
ward to ensure that ZYU obtain 30 percent in the elections. 
In sharp contrast to its Russian equivalent, ZYU has only 
received an average of 4 percent popularity ratings in most 
opinion polls. Its main base of support is the Donbas, the 
same as that of the Communist Party of Ukraine (KPU), while 
itis unpopular in western and central Ukraine, including Kyiv. 

Why did Unity do well in Russia in 1999, while Ukraine’s 
ZYU appears to be faring badly today? 

Unity was created as a completely new political formation 
backed by then-acting President Vladimir Putin as his ve- 
hicle to help him secure an election win in March 2000. 
Yedintsvo was a completely new political formation, whereas 
ZYU is a union of five regionally based mini “parties of 
power,” some of which had to be cajoled into supporting ZYU. 
Both Unity and ZYU aim to create pro-presidential majori- 
ties in the newly elected parliaments. ZYU aims to imple- 
ment Kuchma’s long-term goal of changing Ukraine into a 
Russian-style presidential republic by implementing the re- 
sults of the flawed April 2000 referendum. 

Unity carefully chose leaders such as then-acting Emer- 
gency Situations Minister Sergei Shoigu, who was constantly 
on television due to his ministry’s involvement in the Chechen 
conflict, and Aleksandr Karelin, a Greco-Roman wrestler of 
international fame. The two Unity leaders both stressed their 
abilities to act decisively. Putin, who endorsed Unity, was 
also seen in a similar light. In contrast, ZYU’s leader is the 
uncharismatic head of the presidential administration, 
Volodymyr Lytvyn, who is not a confident public speaker 
and is seen as an academic rather than a “man of action.” 
While Yedintsvo’s image helped it attract young voters, ZYU 
struggles to do so. 

Another difference between Unity and ZYU is the high 
popularity of Putin and the low popularity of Kuchma. Some 
43.5 percent of Ukrainians have a negative impression of 


Kuchma, according to a February poll by the Kyiv Interna- 
tional Institute of Sociology. Kuchma has attempted to re- 
vive ZYU’s fortunes by issuing a presidential decree on Jan. 
28 ordering 300,000 state officials to back ZYU, and by pro- 
posing that he would be prepared to head the ZYU after it is 
transformed into a party. But while Kuchma’s presidency will 
come to an end in two years’ time, Putin was an seen as an 
up-and-coming candidate to fill the political vacuum left by 
the retirement of President Boris Yeltsin. In addition, Putin 
never stated his intention to lead Unity. 

According to Article 103 of the Ukrainian Constitution, the 
president cannot head any party, and Kuchma’s suggestion 
that he would head ZYU flew in the face of the president’s 
well-known negative attitude toward the role of parties. This 
trial balloon was therefore more a product of internal prob- 
lems and panic in the presidential administration than of the 
low popularity of ZYU. This became clear after a January 
poll by the Center for Economic and Political Studies gave it 
only 3.9 percent, meaning it would not get through the 4 per- 
cent barrier in the half of seats elected proportionately. Lytvyn 
explained away these low ratings for ZYU by saying that “so- 
ciology, just like academia, prostitutes itself (in Ukraine).” 

Another major difference between the situations of Russia 
in 1999 and Ukraine today is that in Ukraine there is a strong 
alternative to the “party of power.” Our Ukraine occupies the 


Three quarters of 
Ukrainians believe elections 


will involve fraud 


(BBC Monitoring Service/Interfax —Seventy-five per cent 
of Ukrainian citizens think the upcoming parliamentary elec- 
tions will feature violations of the law. 

This is clear from an opinion poll conducted by the Socis 
firm and by the Democratic Initiatives Foundation from Feb. 
1-7. The poll involved 1,200 respondents from all parts of 
Ukraine. 

Only 8 per cent of those polled think the elections will be 
honest, and 17 per cent were undecided. Sixty-one per cent 
of Ukrainian citizens said the outcome of the elections will in 
no way improve the situation, and 17 per cent hold the oppo- 
site opinion. Nine per cent of respondents said the elections 
will only cause the situation to deteriorate, and 13 per cent 
were undecided. 


same space on the political spectrum as both Russia’s liberal 
Yabloko and the Union of Rightist Forces (SPS) — which 
includes Russia’s Choice, the country’s first “party of power.” 
Our Ukraine is also different because it can be more clearly 
understood as “Rukh-2” with an economic platform and a 
charismatic and popular leader, Viktor Yushchenko. 

The combination of national and democratic ideologies 
within one program was peculiar to the non-Russian repub- 
lics of the former USSR, but not to Russia. The Winter Crop 
Generation bloc, a Ukrainian attempt to emulate the SPS 
funded by oligarch and Kuchma’s son-in-law Viktor Pinchuk, 
has failed to attract popularity. Pure reformist blocs (in con- 
trast to those combining national and democratic agendas, 
such as Our Ukraine) have little public support. 

Unity and ZYU both had/have unrivalled access to “ad- 
ministrative resources,” privileged access to the media, and 
the support of regional state administrations controlled by 
the executive. Both aim to transform their election blocs into 
political parties after the elections, and both had vague “cen- 
trist” programs that emphasized “stability” and stood for a 
corporatist status quo. 

This similarity in ideology ends there. Appealing to Russia 
as a “great power,” Unity lamented the demise of the Soviet 
Union, something ZYU or any Ukrainian oligarch group 
would never do. The largest group of voters to switch to 
Yedintsvo was therefore from the Communist Party of the 
Russian Federation (KPRF), a party whose ideology links 
Russian nationalism and Marxism. The KPU is hostile to 
Ukrainian independence and any defectors would go to other 
left-wing parties, not to ZYU. Yedintsvo manipulated Rus- 
sian state and ethnic nationalism at a time when Russia felt 
affronted by NATO’s unilateral military action in Kosova and 
a new Chechen conflict had begun. It is impossible for ZYU 
to manipulate state nationalism in Ukraine. 

ZYU therefore more closely resembles an earlier Russian 
“party of power” — NDR — rather than Russia’s Choice, 
which preceded NDR, or Unity, which succeeded it. NDR 
received only 10.3 per cent in the 1995 elections. Polls com- 
missioned. by ZYU have also given it an inflated popularity 
of 10 percent, although its true popularity is only some 4 per- 
cent according to other polls. ZYU may obtain as much as 
NDR did in 1995 because of Kuchma’s backing and election 
malpractice, but this would still be far less than the 30 per- 
cent that ZYU leaders optimistically predicted the bloc would 
obtain when it was formed. 

Nigel Pemberton is a Toronto-based specialist on post-So- 
viet affairs. 
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